
Sin ce t he e nd of t he la te 

t w e n t i e th c e n t u r y, r e l i g i on i n 

a ll i t s va r i ed fo r m s h as co me 

t o p lay an i n c r e a s in g ly v i s ib le 

a nd d yn a m ic r o le i n t he 

t r a n s f o r m a t i on of Ch in e se 

socie t ies. Th is v i t a l i t y of 

r e l i g i o us p r a c t ice ch a l le n ges 

t h e s e c u la r i z a t i on t h e o r ies 

t h at are at t he h e a rt of m o d e rn 

so c ial scien ce a nd i t d i r e c ts 

r e n e w ed a t t e n t i on t o t he 

r o le of r e l i g i on t h r o u g h o ut 

Ch in e se h i s t o r y. Th is ser ies 

fea t u r es m o n o g r a p hs a nd 

e d i t ed vo l u m es i n ve s t i g a t i ng 

t h e f u l l r a n ge of r e l i g i o us 

p r a c t ices i n a ll Ch in e se 

so c ie t ie s; i n c l u d i ng M a i n l a nd 

Ch i n a, H o ng Ko n g a nd M a c a u, 

T a i w a n, as w e l l as overseas 

Ch in e se c o m m u n i t i es 

t h r o u g h o ut So u t h east As ia 

a nd e lse wh e r e. I t i n c lu d es 

r esea r ch f r o m a ll d i s c ip l i n es 

i n t he so c ial scien ces a nd 

h u m a n i t i es t h at d escr ib es, 

d o c u m e n t s, a nd i n t e r p r e ts 

r e l i g i o us p r ac t ices, b e l ie fs, 

a nd t he m a ny fo r m s of 

r e l i g i o us c o m m u n i ty i n 

Ch in e se soc ie t ies. 

Globalization and the Making of Religious Modernity in China, 

co - e d i t ed by Th o m as Jan sen, T h o r a lf Kl e i n a nd C h r i s t i an 

Me ye r, in ve s t iga t es t he t r a n s f o r m a t i on of Ch in a 's r e l i g i o us 

lan d scape u n d er t he i m p a ct of g lo b al in f lu e n ces s in ce 1800. 

The i n t e r d i s c i p l i n a ry case s t u d ies an a lyze t he wa ys i n w h i ch 

p rocesses of g l o b a l i z a t i on are i n t e r l i n k ed w i t h l o c a l i z i ng 

t e n d e n c ie s, t h e r e by fo r g i n g t r a n s n a t i o n al r e la t i o n s h ips 

b e t w e en i n d i v i d u a l s, t he st a te a nd r e l i g i o us as w e ll as n o n-

r e l i g i o us g r o u ps at t he same t i m e t h at t he g lo b al co n cept 

' r e l i g i on e m b e ds i t s e lf i n t he e m e r g i ng Ch in e se ' r e l i g i o us 

f i e l d ' a nd w i t h i n t he n ew acad em ic d i s c ip l i n es of Re l ig io us 

St u d ies a nd Th e o lo gy. The c o n t r i b u t i o ns u n r a vel t he 

i n t e l l e c t u a l, so c ia l, p o l i t i c al a nd e c o n o m ic forces t h at sh ap ed 

a nd w e re t h e m se lves sh ap ed by t he em er gen ce of w h at h as 

r e m a i n ed a h i g h ly co n t e s t ed ca t ego r y. 
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