
Contents

List of Illustrations ............................................................................. ix

Acknowledgements ............................................................................ xi

1 In t r o d u c t io n .......................................................................... 1

2 “D o  Y o u  K n o w  P a ra d ise  Isl a n d ?”
SONSOROL AND ITS INTEGRATION
in  the  P a la u a n  A r c h ip e l a g o ..........................................  9

Dongosaro: Sonsorol ............................................................... 9
Belu’uera Belau: The Republic of Palau ................................  24
History and Colonial Heritage of Palau ..................................  27
Methodological Reflection ......................................................  38

3 “A H o m e  a w ay  from  H o m e .”
M ig ra tio n  D estina tion s  of th e  So n so ro lese  ........  47

Echang ..................................................................................... 47
Saipan ...................................................................................... 53
Guam ....................................................................................... 55
Portland and Salem, Oregon ...................................................  59

4 W ho  am  I? F u n d a m en ta l  N otions o f  Id en tity

from  an  A n th r o po lo g ica l  Pe r s p e c t iv e ....................  67
Cultural Identity ...................................................................... 67
Collective Identity ................................................................... 75
Ethnic Identity ......................................................................... 79

5 A n  A ssessm en t  o f  A n th r o po lo g ica l

K ey  T erm s  in  M ig ra tio n  Stud ies  ..................................  83
Transnationalism and Migration .............................................  83
Diaspora .................................................................................. 91
Nation, Home and Belonging .................................................  95

http://d-nb.info/1112084886


6 T r a d itio na l  So n so ro lese  Id en tity  M a r k e r s .........101
Community and Respect ........................................................  105
Religious Faith and Gods .......................................................  116
Mourning and Death ...............................................................  118
Chants ..................................................................................... 120
Healing Techniques ................................................................  122
Food ........................................................................................ 126
Land Tenure ...........................................................................  129
Tattoos and Hair .....................................................................  132
Navigation ..............................................................................  135
Language ................................................................................  137

7 D aily  L ife  o f  th e  So n so ro lese  in  a  N ew  H o m e .......141
Causes for Sonsorolese Migration .........................................  144
The Solid Network of the Family: Chain Migration ..............  154
Remittances and Staying in Touch ........................................  158
Home is not a Country, but a Feeling:
Nostalgia and the Return Myth ...............................................  166
Faith as a Unifying Force: The Catholic Church ...................  180
Sports as an Identity-Forming Power ....................................  183
The Taste of Home: Sonsorolese Cooking ............................  184

8 C hallenges  fo r  th e  So n so ro lese  Id e n t it y ............. is?
Identity and Ethnicity...............................................................  187
"The Small Heart": Sonsorolese Children and the
Educational System.................................................................  197
"Echang Language”: Loss of the Sonsorolese Language .......  204
"The Money Comes from the Devil!”: Cultural Loss
and Social Change ..................................................................  211
Struggling against Oblivion: Revitalization
of the Sonsorolese Traditions .................................................  218
Transformations ....................................................................  233



9 “No More Typhoon, Go Home!”
Se lf- and  E x tern a l  Perceptio n

o f  So n so ro lese  Id en tity  ...................................................239
“They are Palauan Citizens, but they are not Palauans!”
Discrimination and Self-Perception .....................................  239
“Don’t Go out with Tobian People or Guys,
cause those People are not Good!” ........................................  262
Perception of the Sonsorolese by Members
of the Residence Societies from outside Palau........................  265
Being In-between: Sonsorolese
Children and Teenagers ......................................................... 269
Self-Identification of the Sonsorolese ...................................  278

10 C o n clu sio n  .............................................................................287

11 C o n t r ib u t o r s ..........................................................................295

References ......................................................................................... 299

Index 325


