
WHITEFELLA COMIN'
Aboriginal responses to colonialism

in northern Australia

David S. Trigger
Department of Anthropology

The University of Western Australia

m
w
38s ^

V

W
if

HIMJ VIII i* 1534.

Tkr L'mirenay Jha friatv

CAMBRIDGE UNIVERSITY PRESS
Cambridge

New York Port Chester Melbourne Sydney



Contents

Preface ix

Abbreviations and conventions xii

1 Doomadgee: the politics of colonial social relations 1

2 'Wild Time': a history of coercion and resistance 17

3 Station and fringe-dwelling life 38

4 Doomadgee Mission: institutionalisation and a new form
of colonial struggle 57

5 Whitefella comin': power relations and the different
domains 79

6 Politics and identity within the Aboriginal domain 104

7 Authority relations, the missionary staff and Aboriginal
consciousness 128

8 Councillors, 'Yellafellas' and the influence of colonial
ideology 163

9 Christianity, domination and resistance 189

10 Coercion, resistance and accommodation in colonial
social relations 219

Appendix A: Historical movements of five example groups 227

Appendix B: Incomplete list of individuals removed from

Burketown, Turn Off Lagoon & certain stations, 1912-36 235

Bibliography 238

Index 246



List of maps

1. Southern Gulf of Carpentaria region, northern Australia xiv
2. Linguistic territories 19
3. Portion of sketch map by W Roth 28
4. Example groups: estates and movements 226

List of figures
1. Site plan of the settlement following 80
2. Case 1 showing people affiliated with an area in

Yanyula country 228
3. Case 2 showing people affiliated with an area in

Garawa country 229
4. Case 3 showing people affiliated with an area in

Waanyi country 231
5. Case 4 showing people affiliated with an area in

Ganggalida country 233
6. Case 5 showing people affiliated to Bayley, Pains and

Forsyth islands 234


