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" A m uch-needed analysis o f t he r ich dat aset  f o r Chalco l i t h ic bur ials. Com par at i ve analysis o f 

m o r e r ecen t  cem et er ies highlight s aspect s o f Chalco l i t h ic act ivi t y t hat  m ight  o t her w ise have 

escaped co m m en t . Nat iv has made an i m p o r t an t  co n t r i b u t i o n : i t  deserves a w ide audience."  

G r a h a m Philip, University of Durham 

" Elegant ly i l lust rat es t he p o w er o f t he com par at ive approach and t he m et hods o f 

archaeology t o generat e new insight s i n t o hum an societ ies o f t he past  and present . 

It  is essent ial reading f o r all archaeologist s."  

Ka t i n a T . Lill ios, University of Iowa, USA 

" In t h is d iscip l ined, boundary-t ransgressing st udy, Nat iv o f f ers archaeologist s a 

p r o f o und ly t hough t f u l gi f t , show ing h o w m at er ial discourses and negot iat ions 

su r r ound ing deat h reveal deep t r u t h s abou t  t he societ ies t hat  p r oduced t h em ."  

Ra p h a e l Gr e e n b e r g, Tel Aviv University, Israel 

Deat h , gr ief and f uner ar y pract ices are cent ral t o any analysis o f social, an t h r opo logical , 

ar t ist ic and rel igious w o r l d s. Ho w ever , cem et er ies - t he key concept ual and physical sit es f o r 

deat h - have rarely been t he focus o f archaeological research. Priorit izing Death and Society 

examines t he st r u ct u r e, o rgan izat ion and signif icance o f cem et er ies in t he Sout her n Levant , 

one o f t he key areas f o r b o t h m igr at ion and set t lem en t in b o t h p r eh i st o r y and ant iqu i t y. 

Spanning 6,000 years, f r o m t he Chalco l i t h ic t o t he present  day, Priorit izing Death and Society 

present s new research t o analyse t he f o r m at i o n and regional var iat ion o f cem et er ies. By 

exam ining bo t h ancient  and present -day - nat ional ly Jew ish - cem et er ies, t he st udy reveals 

t he com m onal i t ies and dif ferences in t h e w ays in w h ich deat h has been and cont inues t o be 

r i t ual ized, m em or ial ized and u n d er st o o d . 

Assa f N a t iv is a p o st -d o ct o r al f e l l ow in t he Zinm an Inst i t u t e o f Ar chaeo logy, 

Un iver si t y o f Haifa, and is a staf f m em ber in t he pub l icat ion p r o j ect  o f t he 

Ir on Age For t ress M o und at  Tel Ar ad , Israel. 


