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“In this lueid, methodologically sensible, and well-written work, Tanja Zakrzewski does 

something that has hitherto been rare: She attempts to deliver an ‘entangled history’ of early 

modern Xew Christians (judeoconversos and Moriscos. As a work of philology and an exercise in 

the historical contextualization of texts, Identity and Violence in Early Modern Granada summons 

new possibilities in the study of relations between the ethnoreligious groups that comprised 

Granada’s cultural tapestry in the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries; of rhetoric as a shared 

tool of identity formation; and of the creative search for dignity and social belonging under 

conditions of duress. Social scientists and humanists alike will benefit from the work’s clear and 

sophisticated approach to phenomena of self-definition and boundary-setting.”

In Identity and Violence in Early Modern Granada: Conversos and Moriscos, Tanja Zakrzewski 

argues that ( Conversos and Moriscos, despite being distinct sociocultural groups w ithin Spanish 

society, still employed the same arguments and rhetorical strategics to establish and defend 

their place within society. Both Conversos and Moriscos relied on contemporary notions of 

honour, authority, and loyalty to emphasize that they are true Spaniards—not despite their Xew 

Christian heritage but because of it. This book offers an entangled narrative of their history and 

examines how their notions of honour and hispanidad shaped their socio-cultural identities 

during the time of the Alpujarras Rebellion.
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