
With thousands of migrants attempting the perilous maritime journey from North 
Africa to Europe each year, transnational migration is a defining feature of social life 
in the Mediterranean today. On the island of Sicily, where many migrants first arrive 
and ultimately remain, the contours of migrant reception and integration are fre
quently animated by broader concerns for human rights and social justice. Island of 
Hope sheds fight on the emergence of social solidarity initiatives and networks forged 
between citizens and noncitizens who work together to improve local livelihoods and 
mobilize for radical political change. Basing her argument on years of ethnographic 
fieldwork with frontline communities in Sicily, anthropologist Megan Carney asserts 
that such mobilizations hold significance not only for the rights of migrants, but for 
the material and affective well-being of society at large.

“A rigorously researched, innovative, and theoretically rich study of the ‘work’ of 
migrant solidarity in Sicily. This ethnographically complex book is an important con
tribution to the anthropology of the Mediterranean and critical migration studies.”

HEATH CABOT, AUTHOR OF ON THE DOORSTEP OF EUROPE: ASYLUM AND CITI
ZENSHIP IN GREECE

“Megan Carney carefully illuminates the importance of solidarity work and collec
tive action through a deeply moving ethnography of the experiences of migrants and 
those who seek to protect them. A stunning example of feminist and emancipatory 
scholarship.”

TERESA MARES. AUTHOR OF LIFE ON THE OTHER OORDER: FARMWORKERS AND 
FOOD JUSTICE IN VERMONT

“This book attempts to change our perspective on the issue of migration. Instead of 
approaching it as a problem or a crisis, Carney looks at migration as a site for poten
tial hope and transformation.”

FRANCESCA DEGIULI. AUTHOR OF CARING FOR A LIVING: MIGRANT WOMEN. 
AGING CITIZENS. AND ITALIAN FAMILIES
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