
YOUR COMPUTER IS ON FIRE

EDITED BY THOMAS S. MULLANEY, BENJAMIN PETERS,  
MAR HICKS, AND KAVITA PHILIP

THE MIT PRESS CAMBRIDGE, MASSACHUSETTS LONDON, ENGLAND



CONTENTS

INTRODUCTIONS
YOUR COMPUTER IS ON FIRE   3
Thomas S. Mullaney
WHEN DID THE FIRE START?   11
Mar Hicks

PART I      NOTHING IS VIRTUAL
1     THE CLOUD IS A FACTORY   29

NathanEnsmenger
2     YOUR AI IS A HUMAN   51

Sarah T. Roberts
3     A NETWORK IS NOT A NETWORK   71

Benjamin Peters
4     THE INTERNET WILL BE DECOLONIZED   91

Kavita Philip
5     CAPTURE IS PLEASURE   117

Mitali Thakor
PART II    THIS IS AN EMERGENCY

6     SEXISM IS A FEATURE, NOT A BUG   135
Mar Hicks



VI CONTENTS

7     GENDER IS A CORPORATE TOOL   159
Corinna Schlombs

8     SIRI DISCIPLINES   179
Halcyon M. Lawrence

9     YOUR ROBOT ISN'T NEUTRAL   199
Safiya Umoja Noble

10   BROKEN IS WORD   213
Andrea Stanton

11   YOU CAN'T MAKE GAMES ABOUT MUCH   231
Noah Wardrip-Fruin

PART III   WHERE WILL THE FIRE SPREAD?
12   CODING IS NOT EMPOWERMENT    253

Janet Abbate
18   SOURCE CODE ISN'T    273

Ben Allen
14   SKILLS WILL NOT SET YOU FREE    297

Sreela Sarkar
15   PLATFORMS ARE INFRASTRUCTURES ON FIRE    313

Paul N. Edwards
16   TYPING IS DEAD    337

Thomas S. Mullaney
AFTERWORDS

HOW TO STOP WORRYING ABOUT CLEAN SIGNALS AND START 
LOVING THE NOISE    363
Kavita Philip
HOW DO WE LIVE NOW? IN THE AFTERMATH OF OURSELVES    377
Benjamin Peters

CONTRIBUTORS    385 
INDEX    387


