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There has been a g ro w i n g interest in the stud y o f w ar and g eno c id e, n o t f ro m a trad itio nal 

m ilitary histo ry perspective, b u t w i th i n the f ram ew o rk o f social and c u ltural histo ry . This 

series o ffers a f o ru m fo r scho larly w o rks that reflect these new appro aches. 

The Bcrghahn scries Stud ies o n W ar and Geno c id e has immeasurably enriched the 

English-language scholarship available to scholars and students of 

genocide and, in particular, the Holocaust. 
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Sayfo -  The Genocide against the Assyrian, Syviac and 

Chaldean Christians in the Ottoman Empire 
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With a list of top-notch contributors, this is an excellent addition to what little is currently 

available on this under-researched genocide. The organization of the contributions and 

the volume's breadth of scope are particularly impressive. 

The mass k i l l i n g o f O t to m a n A rm enians is to d ay w id e ly rec o g niz ed , b o th w i t h i n and 

o utsid e scho larly circles, as an act o f g eno c id e . W h a t is less w e l l k n o w n , ho w ev er, is that 

i t to o k p lace w i t h i n a b ro ad er c o ntext o f O t t o m a n v io lence against m i n o r i ty g ro u p s 

d u r i n g and after the First W o r l d W ar. A m o n g tho se p o p u latio ns d ec im ated w ere the 

ind ig eno u s C hristian A ssyrians (also k n o w n as Syriacs o r Chald eans) w h o l iv ed i n the 

bo rd erland s o f p resent-d ay Tu rkey , Iran and Iraq . Fo c u sing o n the A ssy rian g eno c id e , o r 

'Say fo ' ( l iterally , ' s w o r d ' i n A ram aic ) , a n u m b e r o f scho lars have c o m e to g ether, f o r the 

first t i m e , to p resent i n this v o l u m e histo ric al , p sy c ho lo g ic al , an th ro p o lo g i c al and 

p o l i tic al perspectives that shed m u c h- ne e d e d l i g h t o n a neg lec ted histo rical atro c ity . 
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