
IN A RICHLY ILLUSTRATED, 

r eve lat ory st u dy of Ph i ladelph ia's 

G e r m a n t o wn Aven u e, h o me to a diverse 

ar r ay of m ore t h an n i n e ty Ch r i s t i an and 

M u s l i m con gr egat ion s, Ka t ie D ay explores t he 

fo r m at i ve and m u l t i face t ed role of r e l igious 

con gr egat ions w i t h i n an u r b an e n v i r o n m e n t. 

G e r m a n t o wn Aven ue cu ts t h r o u gh 

P h i lad e lp h ia for e ight and a h a lf m i les, f r o m 

t he affluent n e i gh b o r h o od of Ch e st n ut H i l l 

t h r o u gh t he h i gh - c r i me sect ion k n o wn 

as "t h e Bad lan ds." The con gr egat ions a long 

t h is r ou te r an ge f r o m t he w eal t h iest t o t he 

poor est p op u la t i ons i n P h i lad e lp h ia. Some 

con gr egan ts are i m m i g r a n ts w h o find safety 

and su p p ort i n close fe l l ow sh ip, w h i l e ot h ers 

are l o n g- t i me residen ts w h ose con gr egat ions 

w o r k act ive ly t o p r ov ide social services. 

Ci t ies u n d e r go con st ant ch an ge, and t h e ir 

con gr egat ions ch an ge w i t h t h e m. A s D ay 

observes, some con gr egat ions h ave sp r u ng up 

i n fo r m er co m m e r c i al st r ips, h a r b o r i ng n ew 

ar r ivals and r ecr eat ing a sense of h om e, a nd 

ot h ers f o r m an ch ors for n e igh b or h oods across 

gen er at ion s, p r o v i d i ng a co n n e c t i on t o t he past 

and a h ope of st ab i l i ty for t he fu t u r e. 

D r a w i ng on years of research, i n - d e p th 

in t e r v iews w i t h r e l igious leaders a nd 

con gr egan t s, a nd a w e a l th of d em ogr ap h ic 

dat a, D ay dem on st r at es t he p o w e r ful in f lu en ce 

cit ies exert on t h e ir con gr egat ion s, and t he 

su r p r i sing and i m p o r t a nt i m p act con gr egat ions 

have on t h e ir u r b an en v i r on m en t s. 
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"Ka t i e D ay has de l iver ed an e m p i r i ca l ly r i c h , t h o r o u gh ly i n s i gh t ful 

p o r t r a it of r e l igious l i f e i n Ph i ladelph ia's G e r m a n t o wn area. P ar t i cu la r ly 

u n i q ue is h er e t h n ogr ap h ic exp lo r a t i on of t he com p lexi t ies of i d e n t i ty 

and soc ia l i zat ion for M u s l i ms and La t i na Pen tecostals w h o share t he 

Aven u e. Faith on the Avenue makes a sign i f i cant c o n t r i b u t i on t o t he 

ecological t r a d i t i on i n t he st u dy of u r b an r e l i g i on. E l e gan t l y —at t im es 

p o i g n a n t l y — w r i t t e n, i t w i l l be r ead for years t o com e." 
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AUTHOR OF STREETS OF GLORY 

'Faith on the Avenue situates t he var iet ies of r e l igious c o m m u n i t i es w i t h i n 

t he d y n a m ic ch an ges t h at affect t h e ir su r r o u n d i ng c o m m u n i t i e s. I t is 

p a r t i c u l a r ly successful i n c a p t u r i ng t he st r u ggle t o develop and m a i n t a in 

sacred spaces i n ph ysical and social e n v i r on m e n ts t h at f r equ en t ly 

generate apat hy and r e jec t ion f r o m t he gen eral p u b l i c. I t engages 

u r b an and t h eo logical issues, and dem on st r at es t he co n t r i b u t i o ns fa i t h 

c o m m u n i t i es m ake to t h e ir m em bers and t h e ir n e igh b or h ood s." 
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"Sin ce t he f o u n d i ng of G e r m a n t o wn i n t he seven teen th cen t u r y, t he 

avenue t h at bears it s n ame has been a cen ter of sp i r i t u a l i ty and fr eed om 

o f t h o u gh t, lead ing W i l l i a m Penn to call h is Pen n sy lvan ia co lony a ' h o ly 

exper im en t .' Th at exp e r im ent con t in u es t oday, as Kat ie D ay so b r i l l i a n t l y 

and v i v i d l y por t r ays i n Faith on the Avenue, an i n s i gh t ful and i m p o r t a nt 

st u dy of t he c u l t u r a l, d em ogr aph ic, and r e l igious d ive r si ty of t h is h ist o r ic 

u r b an co r r id o r. W h e t h er y ou k n ow P h i lad e lph ia or n o t, t h is w o r k is 

r e levant t o and valuab le i n u n d e r st an d ing u r b an Am e r i ca and t he c r i t i cal 

r ole t h at fa i t h and r e l igious i d e n t i ty con t i n ue t o p lay i n it s c o m m u n i t i e s." 
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