
Social Justice and the Legitimacy of Slavery sho w s that there w ere d efinitiv e 

co nd emnatio ns o f slav ery and so c ial injustice as iniquito us and ev en im p io us in 

antiquity and late antiquity . Ilaria L . E . Ram e l l i highlights that these came esp ecially 

f ro m ascetics, bo th in Ju d aism and in Christianity , and o ccasio nally also f ro m 

G rae c o - Ro m an ( 'p agan') p hilo so p hy . Ram e l l i argues that this d epend s o n a l ink 

no t o nly betw een ascetic ism and renunc iatio n, but also betw een ascetic ism and 

justice, at least in ancient and late antique p hilo so p hical ascetic ism. 

Th i s v o lum e p ro v id es a carefu l inv estig atio n o f al l o f ancient p hilo so p hy , ancient to 

rabb inic Ju d aism , H ellenistic Je w ish ascetic g ro up s, al l o f the N e w Testament, and 

Greek, Lati n , and Sy riac p atristic thinkers. Partic u lar attentio n is g iv en to G reg o ry 

N y ssen and the interrelatio n betw een theo ry and p ractice i n al l ancient and p atristic 

p hilo so p hers, as w e l l as to the p arallels that emerge betw een their arg uments against 

slav ery and tho se against so c ial injustice. 
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