
MOB V I O L E N C E i n the U n i t e d States 

is u s u a l l y associated w i t h the south­

e r n l y n c h m o b s w h o t e r r o r i z e d A f r i c a n 

A m e r i c a n s d u r i n g t h e J i m C r o w era. I n 

F o r g o t t e n D e a d , W i l l i a m D . C a r r i g a n a n d 

C l i v e W e b b u n c o v e r a c o m p a r a t i v e l y ne­

g l e c t e d c h a p t e r i n the story o f A m e r i c a n 

rac ia l v i o l e n c e , the l y n c h i n g o f persons 

o f M e x i c a n o r i g i n or descent . O v e r e ight 

decades l y n c h m o b s m u r d e r e d h u n d r e d s 

o f M e x i c a n s , m o s t l y i n t h e A m e r i c a n 

S o u t h w e s t . R a c i a l p r e j u d i c e , a lack o f re­

spect for local courts, and e c o n o m i c c o m ­

p e t i t i o n a l l f u e l e d the actions o f the m o b . 

S o m e t i m e s o r d i n a r y c i t i z e n s c o m m i t t e d 

these acts because o f the a l l e g e d fa i lure 

o f the c r i m i n a l just ice system; other t imes 

the cu lpr i ts were law e n f o r c e m e n t officers 

themselves . V i o l e n c e also occurred against 

the b a c k d r o p o f c o n t i n u i n g tensions a long 

the border b e t w e e n the U n i t e d States and 

M e x i c o aggravated b y c r i m i n a l raids, m i l i ­

tary escalat ion, and p o l i t i c a l r e v o l u t i o n . 

B a s e d o n S p a n i s h and E n g l i s h archival 

d o c u m e n t s f r o m b o t h sides o f the border. 

F o r g o t t e n D e a d exp lores t h r o u g h d e t a i l e d 

case studies the characteristics and causes of 

m o b v io lence against M e x i c a n s across t i m e 

and place. It also relates the numerous acts 

o f resistance by M e x i c a n s , i n c l u d i n g armed 

s e l f - d e f e n s e , c r u s a d i n g j o u r n a l i s m , a n d 

l o b b y i n g b y d i p l o m a t s w h o pressured the 

U n i t e d States to honor its rhetorical c o m ­

m i t m e n t to democracy. F i n a l l y , it contains 

the first-ever inventory o f M e x i c a n v i c t i m s 

o f m o b v i o l e n c e i n the U n i t e d States. 

C a r r i g a n and W e b b assess h o w M e x i c a n 

l y n c h i n g v ict ims came i n the minds of many 

A m e r i c a n s to be the " forgotten d e a d " and 

p r o v i d e a t i m e l y a c c o u n t o f L a t i n o s ' h is­

torical struggle for r e c o g n i t i o n o f c i v i l and 

h u m a n rights. 
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" A m o n u m e n t a l act o f recovery, F o r g o t t e n D e a d returns to l ight the l o n g erased M e x i c a n 

v i c t i m s o f A m e r i c a ' s l y n c h i n g v i o l e n c e . S h o w i n g h o w these racial attacks were not just 

standard acts o f W e s t e r n v i o l e n c e , C a r r i g a n and W e b b d o c u m e n t the acts o f murderous 

v i o l e n c e a n d their mot ivat io ns b ut also h o w c o m m u n i t i e s fought b a c k — t h r o u g h arms, 

through defense groups, and b y m o b i l i z i n g d i p l o m a t i c forces i n M e x i c o . F o r g o t t e n D e a d 

is absolutely essential reading for those w i s h i n g to better understand the w i d e r spectrum 

o f A m e r i c a n racial v i o l e n c e and the de e p roots o f A m e r i c a s current a n t i - L a t i n o madness. 

Scholars o f the West and the B o r d e r and M e x i c a n A m e r i c a n / C h i c a n o e x p e r i e n c e w i l l 

also find i n this b o o k a p o w e r f u l ally." 

J u n o t D i a z , author o f T h e B r i e f W o n d r o u s Life o f u s c a r Wao 

' ' F o r g o t t e n D e a d i s one o f the most i m p o r t a n t w o r k s ever p u b l i s h e d o n the sad history o f 

l y n c h i n g i n the U n i t e d States. C a r r i g a n and W e b b ' s conc lus ions w i l l transform h o w we 

t h i n k about and r e m e m b e r the history not o n l y o f l y n c h i n g but also o f M e x i c a n s i n the 

U n i t e d States. T h e y have, i n short, p r o d u c e d a l a n d m a r k book." 

W . F i t z h u g h B r u n d a g e , author o f L y n c h i n g i n t h e N e w 

S o u t h : G e o r g i a a n d V i r g i n i a , 1 8 8 0 - 1 9 3 0 

" A l l o f us w h o s tudy A m e r i c a n v i o l e n c e and race relations are i n d e b t e d to C a r r i g a n and 

W e b b for l a y i n g out, for the first t i m e , the contours and scope o f m o b v i o l e n c e against 

M e x i c a n s and M e x i c a n A m e r i c a n s . L i k e the b e t t e r - k n o w n studies of ant i-black v io lence , 

this p a t h - b r e a k i n g w o r k w i l l be an i n d i s p e n s a b l e source for scholars and c i t izens a l ike 

w h o r e c k o n w i t h the legacies o f this g r i m history." 

B e n j a m i n H . J o h n s o n , U n i v e r s i t y o f W i s c o n s i n - M i l w a u k e e 

' ' F o r g o t t e n D e a d fills a huge hole i n the h is tor iography o f v i o l e n c e toward M e x i c a n s i n 

the U n i t e d States. T h i s b o o k is m o r e than just a d o c u m e n t o n l y n c h i n g but a deta i led 

l o o k o n the e p i s t e m o l o g y o f v i o l e n c e toward M e x i c a n s . " 
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" C a r r i g a n a n d W e b b have d o n e g r i m and b r i l l i a n t service i n this book. In stark, tragic 

d e t a i l . F o r g o t t e n D e a d i s a m o n u m e n t to a n o w - r e m e m b e r e d A m e r i c a n past: ugly, bloody, 

and u n r e d e e m e d . " 
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