
I n the last decade, 45% of a l l marriages i n the 

U.S. were between people of different faiths. The 

r a p i d l y g r o w i n g n u m b e r of m i x e d - f a i t h famil ies has 

become a source of hope, encourag ing openness 

and tolerance a m o n g re l ig ious c o m m u n i t i e s that 

h is tor ica l ly have been insular a n d suspicious of 

other faiths.. 

Yet as N a o m i Schaefer Riley demonstrates i n 'Til 

Faith Do Us Part, what is g o o d for society as a 

whole often proves dif f icult for i n d i v i d u a l famil ies: 

i n t e r f a i t h couples, Riley shows, are less h a p p y 

t h a n others and certain c o m b i n a t i o n s of re l ig ions 

are more l i k e l y to lead to divorce. D r a w i n g o n i n -

d e p t h interviews w i t h m a r r i e d and once-married 

couples, clergy, counselors, sociologists, and 

others, Riley shows that m a n y people enter i n t o 

i n t e r f a i t h marriages w i t h o u t m u c h considerat ion of 

the f u n d a m e n t a l sp ir i tua l , doctr ina l , and pract ical 

issues that d i v i d e t h e m . Couples t e n d to m a r r y i n 

t h e i r late twenties and thir t ies , a t i m e w h e n r e l i g i o n 

d iminishes i n importance, o n l y to r e t u r n to f a i t h as 

they grow older and raise ch i ldren, suffer the loss of 

a parent, or experience other major l ife challenges. 

Riley suggests that a d e v o t i o n to d ivers i ty as w e l l as 

to a r o m a n t i c ideal b l i n d s m a n y i n t e r f a i t h couples 

to p o t e n t i a l future problems. Even w h e n they 

recognize deeply h e l d differences, couples believe 

that love conquers all . As a result, they fa i l to ask the 

necessary questions about h o w they w i l l reconcile 

the ir d ivergent w o r l d v i e w s — about ra is ing c h i l d r e n , 

ce lebrat ing holidays, i n t e r a c t i n g w i t h extended 

famil ies, a n d more. A n obsession w i t h tolerance 

at al l costs, Riley argues, has made discussing the 

problems of i n t e r f a i t h marr iage taboo. 

'Til Faith Do Us Part is a fasc inat ing e x p l o r a t i o n of 

the promise and p e r i l of i n t e r f a i t h marr iage today. 

I t w i l l be required reading not o n l y for i n t e r f a i t h 

couples or anyone cons ider ing i n t e r f a i t h marriage, 

but for all those interested i n l e a r n i n g more about 

th is s ignif icant, yet u n d e r s t u d i e d p h e n o m e n o n and 

the impact i t is h a v i n g o n A m e r i c a . 
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"Inter fa i th marriage became steadily more c o m m o n i n Amer ica throughout the twent ie th 

century and into the twenty-first. Nat ional ly speaking, these marriages have eased 

interfa i th tensions and increased religious tolerance, p r o d u c i n g a country that is at once 

remarkably religious and remarkably tolerant. But i n the lives of indiv iduals the blessings 

of interfa i th marriage are more mixed. 'Til Faith Do Us Part b r i l l i a n t l y h i g h l i g h t s the r i c h 

complexities and compromises and diff icult tradeoffs that intermarriage entails. I t is a 

profoundly important book — a must-read for the g r o w i n g majority of Americans l i v i n g 

interfa i th lives." 

— ROBERT D. P U T N A M , co-author of American Grace: How Religion Divides and Unites Us 

"Growth i n the number of inter fa i th marriages i n the U.S. has been a major t rend i n recent 

decades, yet few have paid it m u c h attention. 'Til Faith Do Us Part redresses that oversight, 

explor ing the meaning and implicat ions, advantages and realistic difficulties of people of 

different faiths u n i t i n g i n marriage. N a o m i Schaefer Riley is a sociologist's journalist , and 

more. She takes empir ical data seriously, is balanced and fair-minded, and writes superbly. 

I recommend this book most highly." 

— C H R I S T I A N S M I T H , author of Lost in Transition: the Dark Side of Emerging Adulthood 

"Almost half of all Americans who marry nowadays marry people not of their o w n 

faith. I n this informative and wel l -wri t ten volume, N a o m i Schaefer Riley explores this 

phenomenon f r o m an interrel igious perspective. Her penetrat ing interviews and eye-

opening statistics paint a fresh portrai t of contemporary intermarriage and how i t w i l l 

shape America's future." 

— J O N A T H A N D. S A R N A , author of American Judaism: A History 

" H a v i n g been an atheist marr ied to a Christ ian, I k n o w the t u r m o i l that a spir i tual 

mismatch can create i n marriage. Here's a well-researched book that offers invaluable 

insights into this important yet seldom discussed topic." 

— LEE S T R O B E L , co-author of Surviving a Spiritual Mismatch in Marriage 


