
Contents 

List of illustrations ix 
Preface xi 
Acknowledgements xiii 

1 Introduction 1 

2 Identity work 14 

3 Time, space and the experience of chado 51 

4 Bourdieu's theory of capital and discourses on class 71 

5 Gender 92 

6 Class 129 

7 Raison d'etre 169 

Appendix A: Interviewees' and informants' background 111 
Appendix B: Akita city 189 
Glossary 191 
Notes 196 
References 203 
Index 211 



Illustrations 

Figures 

4.1 Calligraphy, flower container and incense containers on the 
right of the alcove 74 

4.2 A practitioner having a closer look at a tea bowl 75 
4.3 Utensils for a tea gathering: from the left, water container, 

tea container, tea bowls, lid rest, kettle 76 
4.4 A practitioner's tea garden 76 
4.5 A practitioner's kimono from the back 77 
4.6 A practitioner being dressed in a formal kimono 78 
5.1 A chado seminar in Akita city 100 
5.2 Manda-wm's notebook 113 
5.3 A practitioner's performance on the stage 116 
6.1 A chado class at a community centre 142 
6.2 The homongi style of kimono 143 
6.3 A chado class at a private teacher's house 145 
6.4 Crested kimono 152 
6.5 Formal tea ceremony class 1 153 
6.6 Formal tea ceremony class 2 154 
6.7 A tea gathering in Akita city 156 
6.8 A utensil with the grand tea master's signature 157 

Map 

1.1 Map of Akita 2 

Tables 

4.1 The permission (kyojo) system in Urasenke, 2004 80 
A.l Interviewees' background 178 
A.2 Informants' background 183 


