
Focusing o n places, objects, bodies, narratives a n d r i tual spaces w h e r e re l ig ion m a y 

be f o u n d or inscr ibed, t h e a u t h o r s reveal t h e role o f re l ig ion in c o n t e s t i n g r ights t o 

places, t o k n o w l e d g e a n d t o property, as w e l l as access t o resources. T h r o u g h 

analyses o f specific historical processes in t e r m s o f responses t o s o c i o - e c o n o m i c 

a n d pol i t ical change , t h e chapters cons ider i m p l i c i t l y or expl ic i t ly t h e p r o b l e m a t i c 

relat ion b e t w e e n science ( i n c l u d i n g social sciences a n d a n t h r o p o l o g y in part icular) 

a n d re l ig ion, a n d h o w th is connects t o t h e n e w rel ig ious g l o b a l i s a t i o n o f t h e 

twenty- f i rs t century. Their e t h n o g r a p h i e s h i g h l i g h t t h e e m b o d i m e n t o f re l ig ion 

a n d its locat ion in landscapes, bui l t spaces a n d rel ig ious sites w h i c h m a y be 

contested, physical ly or ideological ly, or e n c a s e d in m e m o r y a n d of ten in si lence. 

Taken together, t h e y s h o w t h e i m p o r t a n c e o f re l ig ion as a resource t o t h e 

believers: a source o f solace, sp ir i tua l c o m f o r t a n d se l f -wi l led s u b m i s s i o n . 
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