
POLITICS AND SOCIETY IN INDIA AND THE GLOBAL SOUTH

CORDIAL 
COLD WAR

Cultural Actors 
in India and the 

German Democratic 
Republic

Edited by
ANANDITA BAJPAI

SAGE | spectrum*
Los Angeles I London I New Delhi 

Singapore I Washington DC I Melbourne



CONTENTS

List o f Figures ix
List of Abbreviations xi
Acknowledgements xiii

Introduction—Cordial Cold War: Actors, Sites and 
Practices of Cultural Entanglement
Anandita Bajpai 1

1     Collaborative Dialogues across Theatrical 
Public Spheres: Invincible Vietnam in Calcutta 
and Rostock, 1966-1967
Bishnupriya Dutt 33

2     Warm Wavelengths: Radio Berlin International 
during the Cold War in India
Anandita Bajpai 63

3     GDR Travel Writing on India
Anushka Gokhale 111

4     Entanglements in Cartography and Architecture 
between Socialist Germany and India, 1949-1989 
Christoph Bernhardt 131

5     A Witness to History: Production of Images of India 
in GDR Newsreels
Reyazul Haque 153

6     Brecht between the GDR and Marathi Stage:
A Conjunctural Reading of Bennewitz-Mehta 
Collaboration
Vaibhav Abnave 179

7     Cold War Entanglements: India at the Leipzig 
Documentary Film Festival
Veena Hariharan 209

Contents vii



8     ‘Expressivity’ in the Art Collectives of India:
The Realists and the Radical Painters’ and 
Sculptors’ Association
Rahul Dev 225

9     GDR-India Encounters before Diplomatic Recognition:
A Chronological Overview
Joachim Oesterheld 251

About the Editor and Contributors 279
Index 283

viii Cordial Cold War


