
The book is set in the anthropologically much-neglected multi-ethnic interior 
of Highland Middle India. It is the result of fieldwork done over a period of 
more than a decade among the Ho, an indigenous community of approxi
mately one million people, who have shared cultural norms and the space of 
the hilly region of the Chota Nagpur Plateau with other aboriginal (adivasi) 
and artisan communities for ages. The book explores the structured tapestry 
of Ho people’s relations and interrelatedness within their culture-specific 
sociocosmic universe ensuring their social reproduction in the present and 
affording them the means for and the awareness of living in a world of plenty. 
This world of abundance - with the Ho as its conceptual centre - includes the 
Ho’s dead, their complex spirit world and supreme deity, and their tribal and 
nontribal fellow humans, and it manifests itself in manifold facets of their 
lives: socially, ritually, economically, and linguistically.

THE SERIES: RELIGION AND SOCIETY
The series Religion and Society (RS) contributes to the exploration of 
religions as social systems - both in Western and non-Western societies; 
in particular, it examines religions in their differentiation from, and 
intersection with, other cultural systems, such as art, economy, law and 
politics. Due attention is given to paradigmatic case or comparative 
studies that exhibit a clear theoretical orientation with the empirical and 
historical data of religion and such aspects of religion as ritual, the 
religious imagination, constructions of tradition, iconography, or media. 
In addition, the formation of religious communities, their construction 
of identity, and their relation to society and the wider public are key issues 
of this series.


