
' A r ichly sou rced and st imulat ing rev iew of aspects of the paranormal in 
c o n t e m p o r a r y popu la r cu l ture , g rounded in a reading of the histor ical 

deve lopments wh i ch are behind cur ren t pract ices and beliefs but pr imar i ly 
relying on original and i l luminating data co l lec ted by the author ' . 

John Co rne r , Visiting Professor in Communication Studies, University of Leeds, UK 

'In this fascinating and scholar ly b o o k , A n n e t t e Hi l l exp lo res the revival of 
interest in spir i ts , ghosts and psychic exper iences in a variety of popular — 

cul tura l fo rms . H e r prev ious interests in reality T V and audiences r u n 
th rough the b o o k as she examines the way that popu lar cul ture and 
everyday life mingle in the cons t ruc t i on of identity a n d exper ience ' . 

Peter Lunt, Professor of Media and Communications, Brunei University, UK 

T H E P A R A N O R M A L H A S G O N E M A I N S T R E A M . 

Beliefs are on the rise, with almost half of the British population, and two-thirds of Americans, 
claiming to believe in extrasensory perceptions and hauntings. Psychic magazines like Spirit 
a n d D e s t i n y , television shows such as F r i n g e , G h o s t W h i s p e r e r and M o s t H a u n t e d , ghost-cams and 
e-poltergeists, bestselling books on mind, body and spirit, and magicians like Derren Brown 
have moved f rom the outer limits to the centre of popular culture, turning paranormal beliefs 
and scepticism into revenue streams. 

P a r a n o r m a l M e d i a offers a unique, timely exploration of the extraordinary, unexplained 
and supernatural in popular culture, looking in unusual places in order to understand this 
phenomenon. Early spirit forms such as magic lantern shows or the spirit photograph are 
re-imagined as a search for extraordinary experiences in reality TV, ghost tourism, and live 
shows. Through a popular cultural ethnography, and critical analysis in social and cultural 
theory, this ground-breaking book by Annette Hill presents an original and rigorous 
examination of people's experiences of spirits and magic. In popular culture, people are 
players in an orchestral movement about what happens to us when we die. In a very real 
sense the audience is the show. This book is the story of audiences and their participation in 
a show about matters of life and death. 

P a r a n o r m a l M e d i a will be a highly interesting read for undergraduate and postgraduate 
students, as well as academics, on a wide range of television, media, cultural studies, and 
sociology courses. 

Annette Hill is Professor of Media at the Communicat ion and Media Research Institute, 
University of Westminster, UK . She has authored numerous books and articles on television 
and popular culture, including Restyling F a c t u a l Television (2007) and Reality TV (2005). 


