
The a i m of this book is to offer the reader a c r i t i c a l ed i t ion of the 
pet i t ions i n thei r o r i g i n a l I ta l ian language that (Catholic) Jews 
res id ing i n Italy submi t ted to the Fascist Genera l A d m i n i s t r a t i o n for 
Demography and Race (Demorazza). Thei r purpose was ei ther to be 
"d i sc r imina ted , " i.e., not subjected to var ious p rov i s ions of M u s s o l i n i ' s 
racial laws of 1938, or "Aryan ized , " i.e., be considered not of "the Jewish 
race/' as defined by the convoluted and incons is tent Fascist an t i -Semi t ic 
legis la t ion. Anyone born of parents who bo th were of "the Jewish race," 
even though professing a r e l i g i o n other than Judaism, was deemed to 
be Jewish. Consequently, the rac ia l laws affected not on ly those I tal ians 
who considered themselves Jewish, whether secular or re l ig ious , but 
also a s igni f icant number of Cathol ics whose ancestors had been Jewish, 
as the major i ty of the cases conta ined i n th is vo lume show. 

A l l documents publ i shed i n the present book come f rom the private 
archive of the Jesuit Pietro Tacchi V e n t u r i , a key f igure i n Church-State 
relations d u r i n g the entire pe r iod of the Fascist regime, 1922-43. Even 
though the forty-four stories of th is vo lume const i tute jus t a p roverb ia l 
drop i n the ocean, they are quite representative for a n u m b e r of reasons. 
First of a l l , the authors of the pet i t ions come f rom var ious regions 
of Italy: f rom Venice and Trieste to M i l a n and T u r i n , f rom Genoa to 
Florence, Rome, and Naples, f rom T r i p o l i to A d d i s Abeba. Some of the 
authors were b o r n and grew up outside Italy, ei ther w i t h i n Sephardic 
or A s h k e n a z i cul ture . They represent different socia l classes, i n c l u d i n g 
the aristocrat ic fami l ies of F i n z i C o n t i n i , Lumbroso , or O t to l engh i , 
a l though most of them were middle-c lass u rban professionals, t yp ica l ly 
physicians, lawyers, a rmy officers, or j ou rna l i s t s . Some of t hem 
were low-prof i le c i t izens; many others were p rominen t f igures i n 
I tal ian science, cul ture , and pol i t ics . Thei r cases show a vast range of 
persecutions that resul ted f rom the imp lemen ta t i on of the rac ia l laws: 
loss of c i t i zenship , residence permi t , job, property, and servants; non-
recogni t ion of marr iage or bapt i sm; non- recogn i t ion of m i l i t a r y or c i v i l 
meri ts toward the homeland and the Fascist regime; legal i nequa l i ty 
w i t h i n m i x e d fami l ies ; dire economic s i tua t ion; and emot iona l distress. 
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