Contents

A Note on Terms and Conventions
Abbreviations

Introduction to Elizabeth I’s Revels Office
‘The Revels Office
Devising and Producing the Revels

1. Sir Thomas Cawarden, 1558-1559
Gentleman of the Privy Chamber
The Revels Office in 1558
Court Theatre in 1558-1559
Hero of the Reformation

2. Sir Thomas Benger, 15591572
Auditor to the Princess
The 1560 Reorganization of the Revels Office

Spectacle, Pageantry, and Court Theatre
‘last of the poore flock of Hatfield’

3. The Interregnum, 1572-1578
The Crisis of 1572
The Privy Council Inquiry of 1572-1573
The Earl of Sussex and Thomas Blagrave
The Interim Revels Organization
The Court and the Commercial Theatre

4. Edmund Tilney: The Expansion of the Master’s Powers,
1578-1591
Competition for the Mastership
‘of Countenaunce and of creditt with the Prince’
The 1581 Royal Commission
Matrimonial Diplomacy, 1578-1583
Consolidation of the Privileged Companies
The New Queen’s Players and the Boy Companies, 1583-1591

5. Edmund Tilney: The Transformation of the Revels
Office, 1591-1603
The Onset of Paralysis, 1591-1594
The Final Reform, 1594-1598
The Later Privileged Companies, 15941603
‘near vnto the Monument of my ffather’

32
32
42
50
58

61
61
68
73
89

96
96
102
110
117
125

137
137
139
151
154
169
171

186
186
192
200
209



X Contents

6. Afterword: Regulating the Commercial Theatre

Appendix 1. Calendar of Court Revels and Spectacles
Appendix 2. Officers of the Revels

Select Bibliography

Index

219

239
293
295
305



