
Drawing on a w ide range of i l lustrated case studies by an international group of scholars, Seeing 

Religion presents a sophist icated application of theoret ical, methodological and visual techniques for 

conduct ing religious studies w i th visual means. The editor's summar ies of the history and broader 

application of visual sociology and his chapter, " W h y Study Religion Visual ly?" offer detailed and 

compel l ing substant iat ion of the field. Finally, the book offers practical advice and examples to 

scholars of religion w h o w ish to incorporate visual materials into their own research. A must read for 

visual sociologists, sociologists of religion, and anyone interested in cutt ing edge social research. 

— St even Gold, Professor of Sociology, Michigan State University, USA and Co-editor 

(with Stephanie Nawyn) of The Routledge International Handbook of Migration Studies 

Much like sociology generally, the sociology of religion has chiefly traded in words and numbers, 

favouring the discursive and the statistical as carriers of meaning. And yet, research is increasingly 

turning to visual methods - including photography, video, and an attent iveness to embodied 

identit ies - to shed new light on how religious identit ies are fo rmed and lived. This vo lume 

gathers together some of the best examples of this research, present ing a series of essays that 

demonst ra te how an incorporation of visual methods can help us to see religious phenomena f rom a 

fresh perspect ive, generat ing new insight and challenging our understandings of the place of religion 

in the modern wor ld . Essays cover a w ide range of examples f rom across the globe, whi le also 

integrating subtle reflection on the theories and methods that inform the analyses that emerge. This 

is a book that calls us to think more deeply about wha t w e see, but also about how w e go about 

seeing it. It disrupts our assumpt ions about wha t good research can achieve and in so doing has 

the potential to expand the horizons of the sociology of religion. It is a f ine example of wha t can b e ' 

achieved w h e n sociology breaks f rom the norm and dares to do things differently. 

— M at hew Guest , Reader in the Sociology of Religion, Durham University, UK 

The potent ia l of v isual research m e t h o d s in t he soc io logy of rel ig ion is vast , bu t largely 

u n t a p p e d . This c o m e s as a surpr ise however , g iven t h e v isual , symbo l i c , and mater ia l nature 

of re l ig ion and spir i tual i ty. Ev idence of re l ig ious fa i th and pract ice is mater ia l ly p resen t in 

eve ry th ing f r o m c lo th ing and j e w e l r y t o ar t i fac ts f o u n d in people 's h o m e s and wo rkp laces . 

No t on ly is rel igion's symbo l i c and mater ia l p resence palpable t h r o u g h o u t society , it also 

i n fo rms a t t i tudes, be l ie fs , and behav iors of coun t l ess peop le w o r l d w i d e . Words -and -

n u m b e r s approaches t o social research however , s o m e t i m e s m iss impo r tan t d i m e n s i o n s of 

rel ig ion and spir i tual i ty in t h e c o n t e m p o r a r y w o r l d . Seeing Religion is an inv i tat ion t o a visual 

soc io logy of re l ig ion. Con t r ibu to rs d r a w f r o m the i r cu r ren t research to d iscuss t he appl icat ion 

of v isual m e t h o d s t o t he s tudy of rel ig ion and spir i tual i ty. Each chapter s t imu la tes t he 

socio log ica l imag ina t ion t h r o u g h examp le s of research techn iques , analyt ical approaches, and 

me thodo log i ca l conce rns . 
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