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Th is vo lu me deals w i t h t he so-called n ew In fo r m a t ion and Co m m u n ica t ion Tech n olo-

gies ( ICT) and t h e ir in t e r re la t ion sh ip w i t h Mu s l ims and t he in t e r p r e t a t ion of Islam. 

Th is vo lu me taps in t o wh at has been labelled Med ia Studies 2.0, wh ich has been char-

acter ized by an in t en sified focus on everyday m ean in gs and 'lay' users - i n con t rast to 

ear lier emphases on exper ts or self-acclaim ed expert s. Th is lay ad o p t ion of ICT and 

t he subsequent d ig i t al ' l i t e racy' is n ot least n ot iceab le am ong M u s l im com m u n it ies. 

Acco r d ing to some global est imates, one i n t en in t ern et users is a Mu s l im. Th is vo lu me 

offers an et h n ography of ICT i n Mu s l im com m u n it ies. The con t r ib u t o rs to t h is vo lu me 

also dem on st rate a n ew k i n d of m od er a t ion w i t h regard to m ore sweeping and avan t-

gard ist ic claim s, wh ich have character ized the study of ICT previously. Th is m od erat ion 

has been com b in ed w i t h a keen at t en t ion to the em p ir ical m at er ial but also deliberat ions 

on n ew quan t it at ive and qualit at ive approaches to ICT, Mu sl ims and Islam, for instance 

t he d ig i t al challenges and changes wr o u ght on t he Q u r a n, Islam's sacred scr ip t u re. As 

such t h is vo lu me w i l l also be relevant for peop le in t erest ed i n t he st u dy of ICT and 

t he b lo o m ing fie ld of d ig i t al h u m an it ies. Scholars of Islam and t he Islam ic wo r ld have 

always be engaged and en tangled i n t h e ir ob ject of study. The developm en ts w i t h i n ICT 

have also affected h ow scholars take part i n and in fluen ce p u b lic Islam ic and academic 

d iscussions. Th is com p licat ed issue provides basis for a n u m b er of meta-reflexive st ud-

ies i n t h is vo lu m e. I t w i l l be essent ial for studen ts and scholars w i t h i n Islam ic studies 

but w i l l also be of in terest for an th ropologist s, sociologists and others w i t h a h um an ist ic 

in terest i n ICT, re l igion and Islam. 


