
I n Mission S t a t i o n Christianity, Ingie H o v l a n d presents a n a n t h r o p o l o g i c a l h i s tory o f 

the ideas a n d practices that evolved a m o n g N o r w e g i a n miss ionaries i n n i n e t e e n t h -

century co lonia l N a t a l a n d Z u l u l a n d (Southern Africa). She examines h o w t h e i r m i s 

s ion stat ion spaces inf luenced the i r d a i l y C h r i s t i a n i t y , a n d vice versa, d r a w i n g o n 

the anthropology o f C h r i s t i a n i t y . W o r d s a n d objects, m i s s i o n a r y bodies, p r o b l e m a t 

ic converts, a n d the U t o p i a n i m a g i n a t i o n are discussed, as w e l l as h o w the Z u l u s 

made use o f (and ignored) the stations. T h e m a j o r i t y o f the N o r w e g i a n miss ionaries 

h a d become theological cheerleaders o f B r i t i s h c o l o n i a l i s m by the i88os, a n d Ingie 

H o v l a n d argues that this was made possible by the everyday patterns o f C h r i s t i a n i t y 

they h a d set u p a n d become f a m i l i a r w i t h o n the m i s s i o n stations since the 1850s. 
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