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Disrupting the Carbon Balance

Carbon is essential in the natural environment, but changes
in land use may release stored carbon and contribute to
climate change.

Agriculture

Greenhouse gases are emitted in the production of food.
While some agriculture meets basic needs, some simply
provides wealthy consumers with the luxury of choice.
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Food Security

Climate change threatens food security, although crop yields
in temperate regions may improve.

Threats to Health

Climate change threatens human health. The poorest
regions are likely to be the hardest hit,

Rising Sea Levels

Thermal expansion of oceans and melting ice will lead to a

substantial rise in sea level, threatening many coastal communities.

Cities at Risk

Coastal erosion, salt-water intrusion into freshwater supplies,
and coastal storms all threaten coastal areas — often regions

of high population growth and intensive economic development.
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Damage to indigenous cultures, historical monuments and
archaeological sites adds to the incalculable economic

losses of climate change.
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Most countries have acknowledged the problem of climate
change by signing the Convention on Climate Change.
Meeting Kyoto Targets

Many countries are making progress towards their Kyoto
commitments, but even the agreed targets fall far short of

stabilizing greenhouse gas emissions at levels considered to be safe.

Carbon Trading
Trading in carbon credits is one way to share the burden of
reducing emissions globally.
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