
C o n t e n t s

Acknow ledgm ents ix 

Introduction i

1 Landscapes, Ecosystems, and Prevailing Westerlies:
The Great Plains 23

2 Storms M ov in g  in a R ing o f  Fire: The C iv il W ar 49

3 Changes in the Forecast: Data Gathering, Mapping, 
and W eather Predictions 83

4  Dreams o f  a Boreal Empire, N ightm ares o f  a Polar Vortex: 
The A rctic  10 7

5 H ot W inds on a Sun-Baked Desert: The Southwest 149  

Conclusion 175

Notes 189 

Bibliography 223 

Index 2 4 1


