The culture wars were adefining feature ofAmerican life and politics through-
outthe 19s05and 19008, butasAndrew Hartman shows in this richly analyt-
ical history, theirroots lay further back, in the tumult ofthe 1sc0S-and their
significance is much greater than generally assumed. Far more than a mere
sideshow orshouting match, the culture wars, Hartman argues, were the very
public face of America’s struggle over the unprecedented social changes of
the period, as the cluster of social norms that had long governed American
ife began to give way to a new openness to different ideas, identities, and
articulations ofwhatit meantto be an American. The hot-button issues like
abortion, affirmative action, art, censorship, feminism, and homosexuality
that dominated politics in the period were symptoms of the larger struggle,
as conservative Americans slowly beganto acknowledge-ifinitially through

rejection-many fundamental transformations ofAmerican life.



