
I n t h i s g r o u n d b r e a k i n g a n d 

a u t h o r i t a t i v e study, C h l o ë Starr 

e x p l o r e s k e y w r i t i n g s of C h i n e s e 

C h r i s t i a n i n t e l l e c t u a l s , f r o m 

p h i l o s o p h i c a l d i a l o g u e s of the late 

i m p e r i a l e r a to m i c r o - b l o g s of 

pastors i n the t w e n t y - f i r s t century. 

T h r o u g h a ser ies of c lose t e x t u a l 

r e a d i n g s , she s h e d s n e w l i g h t o n 

s u c h c e n t r a l i s s u e s i n C h i n e s e 

theology as C h r i s t i a n i d e n t i t y a n d 

the e v o l v i n g q u e s t i o n of h o w 

C h r i s t i a n s s h o u l d relate to society 

a n d state. 

R e a d i n g these texts i n t h e i r socio­

p o l i t i c a l a n d t r a d i t i o n a l l i t e r a r y 

contexts , S tarr opens a n e w 

c o n v e r s a t i o n about the n a t u r e of 

C h i n e s e theology a n d the c h a l l e n g e 

i t offers to a b r o a d u n d e r s t a n d i n g of 

h o w theology i s created a n d 

c o n t e x t u a l i z e d . C o n c e n t r a t i n g o n 

those theolog ians w h o h a v e engaged 

m o s t a c t i v e l y w i t h t h e i r c u l t u r a l 

a n d p o l i t i c a l m i l i e u s , Starr argues 

t h r o u g h o u t h e r r e a d i n g s , as she 

e x a m i n e s h o w C h i n e s e l i t e r a r y 

t r a d i t i o n s a n d r e a d i n g pat terns 

h a v e s h a p e d C h i n e s e theology, 

that text i s as i m p o r t a n t as context . 
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