
S U M M A R Y

The b o o k  deals  w ith  th e  to p ic  o f  s ig n ifican ce  a n d  d ev el
o p m e n t o f R adio  F ree  E u ro p e ’s C zechoslovak  S erv ice in  
th e  1 9 5 0 -1 9 9 4  p e rio d . In  tim e s  o f s tr ic t  cen so rsh ip , th e  
b ro a d c a s ts  grew  in  m a jo r  im p o rta n c e , s till lack in g  in  su f
f ic ien t scho larly  re sea rch .

W h e n  th e  C o m m u n is t P a rty  to o k  over p o w er in  Czecho
s lo v ak ia  in  1948 , C zech a n d  S lovak d em o cra tic  po litic ians 
le ft th e  co u n try  fo r th e  W est. They w ished  to  b reak  th e  isola
t io n  o f p eo p le  liv ing  b e h in d  th e  Iro n  C u rta in  a n d  p ro m o te  
re s to ra t io n  o f d em o cracy  in  th e ir  h o m e la n d . In  1949 , th e  
N a tio n a l C o m m itte e  fo r  F ree  E u ro p e  w as e s ta b lish e d  in  
th e  USA as a fo rm a lly  a u to n o m o u s  c itiz e n s  a sso c ia tio n . 
The p ro je c t o f  R adio F ree E urope w as to  b eco m e its  b e s t-  
k n o w n  activ ity .

R adio  F ree E u ro p e  w as o ne  o f fo re ig n  rad io  b ro ad cas ts  
t h a t  b e g a n  to  o p e ra te  in  o rd e r  to  b re a k  th e  in fo rm a tio n  
b lo c k ad e  e ffec ted  b y  s t r ic t  m e d ia  c e n so rsh ip  im p o se d  in
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C entral-East Europe by com m unist establishm ents to ac
quire full ideological con tro l over na tional broadcasts. 
The foreign radio broadcasts were either already existing 
official radio  s ta tio n s  or the form ally non-governmental 
Radio Free Europe (RFE). The fundam en ta l question is 
the  RFE b ro ad cas ts  actual position w ithin the Cold-War 
political s trugg le  betw een the  two opponen t blocks and 
its possible developm ents.

The orig ins o f Czech and  Slovak language broadcasts 
were ra th e r com plicated. RFE s ta rted  as an exile platform  
w ith the purpose o f Czechoslovak liberation from the Com
m unist P arty  regim e. However, the  program  composition 
largely depended  on American foreign policy as well as on 
th e  chang ing  po litical s itu a tio n . RFE’s unique position 
lay in  its  form al independence of an d  distance from the 
political course o f governm ent radio stations, such as, for 
example, th e  Voice of America.

From the Czechoslovak Services very beginnings, promi
n en t posts w ere taken  by exiles, m ajority  of whom were 
significant rep resen ta tives of Czech and  Slovak cultural 
and political life ֊  Ferdinand Peroutka, Pavel Tigrid, Jan  
Cep, and  Ju liu s  F irt am ong the  m o s t n o tew orthy  ones. 
The refugees who devoted (some p a rt of) the ir life to work 
in th is k ind  of m edia knowingly refused full assim ilation 
abroad and  despite  all possible obstacles stayed in touch 
w ith Czechoslovakia. The book includes also com parison 
of RFE and  o th e r foreign radio s ta tions plus a newly com
piled list of RFE Czech and Slovak employees and associate 
workers.

Some consideration is given also to  press campaigns th a t 
took place in  the  1950*8 w ith the  help of balloons carrying 
news rep o rts  over th e  closed borders. These cam paigns,

4 2 0



SUMMARY

c lo se ly  re la te d  to  rad io  b ro a d c a s ts , r e p re s e n t  th e  m o s t 
v ig o ro u s  a t te m p t to  s tim u la te  c itize n s’ re s is tan c e  ag a in st 
th e  co m m u n is t regim e. The la rg e s t n u m b ers  o f th e  leaflets 
w ere  ta rg e te d  a t th e  C zechoslovak  te rr ito ry .

A n o th e r  m ajo r issue is th e  so fa r  u n covered  top ic  o f th e  
RFE b ro ad cast’s recep tion  in  Czechoslovakia in  b o th  un- of
ficial social spheres, and  th e  corresponding  response w ith in  
th e  w h o le  social sp e c tru m . RFE’s b ro a d c a s t a lo n e  could  
n o t  effec t sign ifican t tra n s fo rm a tio n ; o th e r  fac to rs  w ere 
a lso  n e e d e d  fo r th a t .  N ev erth e less, fro m  th e  perspective  
o f  th e  lo n g -te rm  cu ltiv a tio n  o f society  a n d  in  m o m en ts  o f 
social activation, th e  b ro ad cas ts  significance is undeniable. 
This b ecam e e m in e n t p a rticu la rly  in  th e  final years of th e  
c o m m u n is t regim e.

In d ire c t  ev idence  o f RFE’s im p a c t in  C zechoslovak ia  
c a n  b e  seen  in  th e  p ro fo u n d ly  n eg a tiv e  re sp o n se  o n  th e  
p a r t  o f  p o litic a l a n d  g o v e rn m e n t a u th o r i t ie s  to  w h o m  
R ad io  F ree E urope re p re s e n te d  th e  e m b o d im e n t o f  th e  
en em y  exile’s evil subversion. The official estab lishm ent had  
a d o p te d  th is  a ttitu d e  a t  th e  v ery  s ta r t  o f RFE b ro ad cast to  
C zechoslovakia in  M ay 1951  a n d  i t  rem a in ed  unchanged  
u n t i l  th e  collapse o f th e  reg im e in  1989. This fac t h ad  also 
e f fe c te d  p e rm a n e n t e f fo r t o f th e  c o m m u n is t reg im e to  
s ilence  th e  b roadcasts . The p e rsecu tio n  to u ch ed  n o t only 
th e  b ro a d c a s tin g  s ite  in  M unich , b u t also  RFE lis ten ers . 
The co m m u n is t regim e carefully m o n ito red  an d  penalised  
a n y  m ail o r p h o n e  co n tac t b e tw een  RFE a n d  its  listeners. 
A lready  in  th e  early 1 9 5 0 ’s a h u g e  n e t of jam m ing  facilities 
w as in sta lled  in  Czechoslovakia to  block foreign broadcasts, 
th o s e  o f  RFE in  p a r tic u la r . The ja m m in g  c o n tin u e d  up  
u n t i l  th e  en d  o f 1988. The reg im e h ad  n a tu ra lly  also ru n  
a  n u m b e r  o f p ro p ag an d a  an d  d is in fo rm a tio n  cam paigns.
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H ow ever, re s e a rc h  in  th e  fo r m e r  C zech o slo v ak  S ta te  
S ecu rity  S erv ice  A rch iv e  allow s us to  d raw  a co n c lu s io n  
th a t  desp ite  its  e n o rm o u s  e ffo rt an d  u tilisa tio n  o f a v a rie ty  
o f  to o ls , th e  C z e c h o s lo v a k  c o m m u n is t  re g im e  fa ile d  to  
reach  an y  c o n s id e ra b le  success in  its  f ig h t a g a in s t R adio 
Free Europe.

A fte r th e  V elvet R ev o lu tio n  in  N o v em b er 1 9 8 9 , R adio 
Free Europe was co n fro n ted  w ith  a m ajor challenge o f  defin
in g  its  p o s itio n  w ith in  th e  social a n d  po litica l tr a n s fo rm a 
tio n  process in  E ast-C en tra l Europe. Initially, i t  ch an n e lled  
its  e ffo rt in to  p ro m o tin g  d em o cra tic  ch an g es  in  E u ro p e  
a n d  la te r  o n  in to  serv ice  to  freed o m  o f ex p ressio n  in  o th e r  
co u n trie s  th ro u g h o u t th e  w orld .

Saye rte che
S ta a tsb íb í ío íh e k
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