
"This book is a m ajor contribu tion  to the study o f social semiotics. It is that rare achievement -  
careful scholarship presented so attractively that the book is very d ifficu lt to  put down."
Geoff W illiams, University of Sydney, Australia

M.A.K. Halliday's w ork has been hugely influential in linguistics and beyond since the 1960s. This 
is a collection o f interviews w ith  key figures in the generation o f social semioticians who have 
taken Halliday's concept o f social semiotics and developed it further in various directions, making 
their own original contributions to  theory and practice. This book highlights their main lines o f 
thought and considers how they relate to  both the original concept o f social semiotics and to 
each other. Key themes include:

* lingu istic  studies, m u ltilin g u a lity  and e vo lu tio n  o f language
* text, d iscourse and classroom  studies
* d igita l texts, com pu te r co m m u n ica tio n  and science teach ing
* m u ltim o d a l text and discourse analysis
* educa tion  and literacy
* m edia w o rk  and visual and aud io  m odes 
0 critica l discourse analysis.

Featuring interviews w ith leading figures from  linguistics, education and com m unication studies, 
a framing in troduction  and a conclud ing chapter sum m ing up com m onalities and differences, 
connections and conflicts and key themes, this is essential reading fo r any scholar or student 
working in the area o f social semiotics and systemic functional linguistics. Videos o f the featured 
interviews are also available on the Routledge website (www.routledge.com/9780415712101).
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