
Jewish Studies 
in the 21st Century: 

Prague - Europe - World 

Edited by 
Marcela Zoufala 

2014 
Harrassowitz Verlag • Wiesbaden 



Table of Content 

Marcela Zoufala 
Preface 7 

Tamas Visi 
The Execution of John the Baptist and the Crucifixion of Jesus of Nazareth: 
A Chronological Conundrum 11 

Daniel Bousek 
The Abrogation of Mosaic Law in Judaism's Medieval Polemic with Islam: 
Se'adyah Gaon, Ya'qub al-Qirqisanl, Maimonides 29 

Pavel Sladek 
Judah Low ben Betsalel - the Maharal of Prague: 
A Theologian with Humanist Bias 59 

Jan Zupanic 
Nobility and Jewish Society in the Habsburg Monarchy 85 

Louise Hecht 
Reevaluation of the Jewish Pantheon: 
Josephus Flavius and Jewish Historical Writings in Bohemia 95 

Jin Holy 
The Negative Stereotypes of Jews in Czech Prose 
at the Turn of the 20th Century 113 

Hillel J. Kieval 
Polna's Shadow - The Hilsner Affair and the Problem of Jewish Integration 
in the Bohemian Lands 131 

Milan Tvrdik 
Christianity and Judaism in the Thought of Franz Werfel 143 

Stepan Balik 
The Death of anti-Semitism? (On the Appropriateness of the Term 
anti-Semitism and Ethnocentrism in the Philological Terminology) 151 

Milan Lycka 
Amor Dei Intellectualis: Halakhic Men on the Love of God 171 

Zbynek Tarant 
Why do We Call the Destruction of European Jewry "The Holocaust"? 183 



6 Content 

Jan Dvorak / Adam Hradilek 
The Persecution of Czechoslovak Jews in the Soviet Union during World War II 195 

Marcela Zoufala 
Being Jewish in Europe in the 21st Century: Jewish Identity and Contemporary 
Antisemitism 213 

Biographical Notes 225 

Index 229 


