
"Nan cy Ammerman 's Sacred Stories, Spiritual Tribes offers the most in -depth, yet 

w ide- ran ging mapping of religious/spir itual/secular sensibilit ies i n the everyday 

lives of con temporary Amer icans yet to emerge. She weaves a tapestry th at shatters 

many of our taken-for-gran ted assumptions about people's circumscr ibed l i fe -

wor lds. The book deserves a serious reading on the part of anyone w ho w ou ld t r y to 

describe th is emerging, but exceedingly complex m ix of the sacred and the secular." 

—W ade Clark Roof, 

J.F. Rowny Professor of Religion and Society, 

Un iversity of Cali forn ia at Santa Barbara 

Rel igion, Nan cy Tat om Am m e r m an argues, is never con fined to a house of worsh ip. 

I n Sacred Stories, Spiritual Tribes, Am m e r m an examines the stories Amer icans t e ll 

of t h eir everyday l ives—fr om din n er table to office and sh opping m all to doctor's 

office, fr om the th in gs t h at mat ter most to the rout ines th ey take for gran ted—lis-

t en ing for the t imes and places where the ord in ary meets the spir i t ual. 

I n add it ion to con duct ing in terviews and observing her subjects, Am m er m an 

asked t h em to keep oral diar ies and take pictures of places t h at are mean in gful to 

t h em, offer ing a w in d ow in to the presence and absence of r e l igion and spir i t ual-

i t y i n or d in ary lives and i n commonplace physical and social spaces. The stories 

come fr om a diverse array of n inety- five Am er ican s—both conservative and l iberal 

Protestants, Afr i can Am er ican Protestants, Cath olics, Jews, Mor m on s, W iccan s, 

and people w ho claim no religious or sp ir i t ual proclivit ies—across a range th at 

stretches fr om com m it t ed religious believers to the spir i t ual ly n eut ral. Am m er m an 

surveys h ow these people t a lk about wh at sp ir i t ual i ty is, h ow th ey seek and find 

experiences th ey deem spir i t ual, and wh eth er and h ow religious t radit ions and i n -

st itu t ions are part of t h eir sp ir i t ual lives. 
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