“For a volume covering such a large number of grim subjects, ranging from
climate change and violent conflict to loss of biodiversity and malnutrition, this
is a surprisingly uplifting read. While mankind has succeeded in creating some
depressingly disastrous social, natural and humanitarian disaster, we also have
the power to alleviate and overcome these self-inflicted challenges.

Bjorn Lomborg reminds us that for every part of mankind that can destroy,
there is also one part that can create.”
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“This 150-year view of humanity’s biggest challenges, measured in economic
terms, gives unique data on the globe’s important issues to students, teachers and
the general public. Ultimately, it affords everyone the opportunity to answer with
facts the questions of humanity’s scorecard: are we doing better or worse?
Overall, there is more good news than bad, but we could still do better.”
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“This book is a bracing tonic. An excellent survey for students, teachers and the
general public with a wealth of thought-provoking material. If you want to know
how the world is doing, and get hard, comparable numbers to back it up, this is
where to go.”
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