Contents

Contributors

Introduction: noise, spectacle, politics: carnival in
Chinese cyberspace
DAVID KURT HEROLD

PART 1
Creating the carnival: netizens and the state

1

Cultural convulsions: examining the Chineseness of cyber
China
RODNEY WAI-CHI CHU AND CHUNG-TAI CHENG

2 .The Internet police in China: regulation, scope and myths
XIAOYAN CHEN AND PENG HWA ANG

3 Grassroots agency in a civil sphere? Rethinking Internet
control in China
PETER MAROLT

PART I

Celebrating the carnival: fun, freak-shows and masquerades

4

Parody and resistance on the Chinese Internet
HONGMEI LI

China’s many Internets: participation and digital game play
across a changing technology landscape
SILVIA LINDTNER AND MARCELLA SZABLEWICZ

X

21

23

40

53

69

71

89



6 Lost in virtual carnival and masquerade: in-game marriage
on the Chinese Internet
WEIHUA WU AND XIYING WANG

PART III

Instrumentalizing the carnival: rioting as activism

7

10

Human flesh search engines: carnivalesque riots as
components of a ‘Chinese democracy’
DAVID KURT HEROLD

In search of motivations: exploring a Chinese Linux User

Group
MATTEO TARANTINO

Identity vs. anonymity: Chinese netizens and questions of
identifiability

KENNETH FARRALL AND DAVID KURT HEROLD

Taking urban conservation online: Chinese civic action
groups and the Internet
NICOLAI VOLLAND

Conclusion: netizens and citizens, cyberspace and modern

China

DAVID KURT HEROLD

Index

106

125

127

146

165

184

200

209



