Contents

A Note from the Editors ix
Acknowledgments  xi

Introduction: Israeli Social Anthropology:
Origins, Characteristics, and Contributions 1

ESTHER HERTZOG, ORIT ABUHAY, HARVEY E. GOLDBERG, and EMANUEL MARX

Part I: A Country of Immigrants
Introduction 17

1. Ritualization of Literacy:
The Works of Tunisian Scholars in Israel 19

SHLOMO DESHEN

2. Cultural Change in an Israeli Immigrant Village:
The Twist Dance in Moshav Porat 31

HARVEY E. GOLDBERG

3. Yemenite Jewish Women in Israeli Rural Development:
Female Power versus Male Authority 41

YAEL KATZIR

4. Phantom Ethnicity:
“Oriental Jews” in Israeli Society 57

ARNOLD LEWIS

~
(s )

5. The Political Integration of Russian Jews in Israel, 1988-1999
DINA SIEGEL



vi Contents

Part II: Pervasive Bureaucracy
Introduction 87

6. Prisoners and Guards:
One Community 89

OFRA GREENBERG

7. Celebrations of Bureaucracy:
Birthday Parties in Kindergartens 111

LEA SHAMGAR-HANDELMAN and DON HANDELMAN

8. The Vanishing of High-Moral, Servant Leaders and the Decay of
Democratic, High-Trust Cultures in the Kibbutz Field 133

REUVEN SHAPIRA

9. The Disguised Egg:
Four Narratives of Acculturation 157

HAIM HAZAN

10. Gender and Power Relations in a Bureaucratic Context:
Female Immigrants from Ethiopia in an Absorption Center in Israel 173

ESTHER HERTZOG

Part III: Negotiating Society
Introduction 189

11. “He Who Stays in Agriculture Is Not a Freier”:
The Spirit of Competition among Members of the Moshav Is
Eroded When Unskilled Arab Labor Enters the Scene 191

GIDEON M. KRESSEL

12. Rhetoric in Flames:
Fire Inscriptions in Israeli Youth Movement Ceremonials 217

TAMAR KATRIEL

13. Wedding Gifts:
The Wrapping and the Content 235

ORIT ABUHAV



Contents

14. Political Bumper Stickers in Contemporary Israel:
Folklore as an Emotional Battleground 259

HAGAR SALAMON

15. The Meaning of War through Veterans’ Eyes:
A Phenomenological Analysis of Life Stories 295

EDNA LOMSKY-FEDER

16. Giving Birth to a Settlement: Maternal Thinking
and Political Action of Jewish Women on the West Bank 315

TAMAR EL-OR and GIDEON ARAN

Part IV: Accommodating Palestinians
Introduction 333

17. Masks and Soldiering:
The Israeli Army and the Palestinian Uprising 335

EYAL BEN-ARI

18. Risk, Rationality, and Trust:
Israeli Responses to Palestinian Arabs in Authority Positions 351

DAN RABINOWITZ

19. Israel’s Political Economy and the Widening Class Gap
between Its Two National Groups 377

SHULAMIT CARMI and HENRY ROSENFELD

20. Post-1948: The New Ein Houd 413
SUSAN SLYOMOVICS

21. Childbirth in a Traditional Bedouin Society 453
AREF ABU-RABIA

22. The Supervisors: Go-Betweens 465
ISRAEL DRORI

23. Land of the Negev Bedouin 489
EMANUEL MARX

vii



viii Contents

Part V: Israeli Jewishness
Introduction 501

24. The Jerusalem Funeral as a Microcosm of the
“Mismeeting” between Religious and Secular Israelis 503

HENRY ABRAMOVITCH

25. “What Does the Soul Say?”:
Metaphysical Uses of Facilitated Communication in the
Jewish Ultra-Orthodox Community 529

YORAM BILU and YEHUDA C. GOODMAN

26. Playing for Control of Distance:
Card Games between Jews and Muslims on a Casablancan Beach 555

ANDRE LEVY

27. Israeli Emigrants in New York:
The Hasidic Option 575

MOSHE SHOKEID

28. Changing Israeli Landscapes:
Buildings and the Uses of the Past 593

ALEX WEINGROD

29. Menstruation and Identity:
The Meaning of Niddah for Moroccan Women Immigrants 611

RAHEL WASSERFALL

30. Women and Religious Change in Israel:
Rebellion or Revolution 627

SUSAN STARR SERED

Bibliography 651

Contributors 711
Index 715

Permissions Acknowledgments 731



