
T h e c h a n g i n g relations between churches i n A f r i c a and Europe occupy an essential 

p o s i t i o n i n the his tory of C h r i s t i a n i t y in the 2()th century. M a j o r t u r n i n g points in the 

"age of extremes ' are i n v o l v e d : the i m p a c t of t w o w o r l d wars for the people of the A f r i c a n 

cont inent , the process f r o m co lonia l rule to d e c o l o n i z a t i o n , and the d i v i s i o n between East 

and W e s t i n Europe w i t h its repercussions for the N o r t h - S o u l h re la t ionship ; nor may the 

h is tor ian disregard the strenuous coexistence of C h r i s t i a n s w i t h n o n - C h r i s t i a n s . 

T h e over-al l pattern of w h i c h these changes and challenges f o r m part , it is the objective 

of the essays in this v o l u m e to del ineate. T h e i r authors come f r o m various parts of A f r i c a 

and N o r t h - W e s t e r n E u r o p e , and the project is part o f a l o n g - t e r m strategy to promote 

t rans-cont inenta l d ia logue and cooperat ion. 


