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the 10 most frequent names cover 30% of the population; 
the 24 most frequent names cover 50% of the population.



Observations
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nach Vater,  
nach Berufen,  

nach Eigenschaften,  
nach Tieren 

nach Natur, nach 
Herkunft

Russian sample

Russian surnames ranked by descending frequencies 



nach Vater, nach 
Berufen, nach 

Eigenschaften,  
nach Tieren 

nach Natur, nach 
Herkunft

Serbian sample

Serbian surnames ranked by descending frequencies  



The Data

seen in SPb.



https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_most_common_surnames_in_Europe

10 resp. 20 most common names
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/10 /20 other

RU 2 6

UKR 0 3

BR 1 ?

PL 1 4

CZ 0 ?

SK 1 ?

SL 0 ?

HR 2 (3) 10

CG/BSN 8 ?

SR 10 ?

MK [10] ? 32/38

BG [10] ? 18/26

Slavic CountriesSummary



Non-Slavic Countries

seen in Skopje





Albania???







Classification



a few

Patronymika

(almost) none

max. 50%

(nearly) all

three quarters

Colour Code

Classification



Obvious Predominance of 
Patronymika on the 

Balkans



Explanation

seen in Prague



Montenegro: Southern Europe

Society and 
Language in 

Medieval Times 
- Example 1

many Patronymika, but few occupational names



Ukraine: Northern Europe

many occupatonial names, but very few Patronymika

Society and 
Language in 

Medieval Times 
- Example 2



Resultat: Der neue Balkanismus = 
Dominanz der Patronymika unter den häufigsten 

Nachnamen

seen in Karlovo



This presentation was originally given during the XLVth meeting of the Konstanz 
Linguistic Circle, Tübingen 2019. It served as the basis for the following paper:

Sebastian Kempgen: Ein neuer Balkanismus (im Bereich der Onomastik). In: I.M. 
Ladyženskij, M.A. Puzina (eds.), Sub specie aeternitatis: Sbornik naučnyx 
statej k 60-letiju Vadima Borisoviča Krys’ko. Moskva: Azbukovnik 2021, 367–
375.

The paper is available online.
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