Table of contents

Chapter 1. Commodification: Things, agency, and identities: Introduction,

by Wim van Binsbergen 9
Anthropology, economics, and economic life 9
The pitfalls of ‘consumption’ 14
Things and agency 19
How the present collection situates itself in the debates identified above.......c.ccoovuimcnceen. 22
The individual contributions in the present collection 25
An otherwise blind spot in the present collection: The philosophical ‘life of
things’ beyond their ‘social life’ 30
Commodification: A concrete case study as stepping-stone towards a defi-
nition 36
Anthropology as commodification 48
PART I. ANTHROPOLOGICAL PERSPECTIVES ON THE WORLD OF
FINANCE 53
Chapter 2. Materiality in the future of anthropology, by Arjun Appadurai................... 55
Introduction 55
Liquids and solids in global finance 55
New circulatory logics: Human wholes and parts 59
Conclusion: A sociology of consumption 61
Chapter 3. Setting prices, creating money, building markets: Notes on the
politics of value in Jepara, Indonesia, by Paul Alexander & Jennifer Alex-
ander 63
The Jepara furniture industry 67
Production chains 69
Flexible specialization 70
Transactions 73
Payments 74
Varieties of credit 75
Prices 76
Currencies 78
Understanding markets 80
PART II. SEMINAL CONCEPTS AND EMPIRICAL APPLICATIONS................. 83
Chapier 4. Archaeology.and commodification: The role of things in socie-
tal transformation, by Colin Renfrew 85
The Sapient paradox 86
A hypostatic view 87
Sedentism 88




Symbol before concept 89

The crucial nexus: Towards inequality and power 91
Measure 91
Value 92
Commodity 93
Exchange - 93
The European trajectory in the Bronze Age 94
Symbols, ritual and religion 95
The longer perspective 96

Chapter 5. Unsanctioned wealth, or the productivity of debt in northern

Cameroon, by Janet Roitman 99
Introduction 99
The truth of price 103
Agreement about the truth: Narral and socially sanctioned wealth 107
The crisis in representations 108
Re-figuring wealth in a regional and international economy 114
Le voleur imprenable: Seizure and the exercise of claims to wealth...........cecrverereusensessenses 117

Chapter 6. Bicycles, birth certificates, and clysters: Colonial objects as re-

productive debris in Mobutu’s Zaire, by Nancy Rose Hunt 123
Debris in motion 125

Clysters 127

Birth certificates. 131

Bicycles 133

An idiosyncratic triad 140

PART III. MONEY AND THE NEXUS OF CONVERTIBILITY 143

Chapter 7. Colonizing currencies: Beasts, banknotes, and the colour of

money in South Africa, by Jean Comaroff & John L. Comaroff..........cccoueweerrerrrmrrreenes 145
Species of values, value and specie 147
Other kinds of value 150
Extending the invisible hand 156
The objectification of value and the meaning of money 162
Stock responses. 167
Endings, continuities 172

Chapter 8. Coffee, cowries, and currencies: Transforming material wealth

in northwest Tanzania, by Brad Weiss 175
Introduction 175
Potential standards 178
Wholes and parts. 181
Wealth in coffee 185
Contrast and commensuration 187
The value of new currencies 189
Coinage and coffee 196

Chapter 9. The moral life of the gift in Ghanaian Pentecostal churches in
the diaspora: Questions of (in-)dividuality and (in-)alienability in transcul-

tural reciprocal relations, by Rijk van Dijk 201
Introduction 201
Utrban Pentecostalism in Ghana 205

Gifis and Pentecostal concerns over dividuality 209




Debts and diasporic Pentecostal concerns for individuality 215
Interpretation and conclusion 223
PART IV. THE RELATION BETWEEN PRODUCTION AND
CONSUMPTION 225
Chapter 10. The visibility and invisibility of production: In different social
contexts among Senegalese craftsmen, by Roy Dilley 227
Introduction 227
Case study I, Part One: The rural eonomy of Fuuta Toro in northern Sene-
gal 230
Case study I, Part Two: Weavers in the urban economy 232
Case study 2. ‘Arts and crafts villages® (villages artisanals) 235
Case study 3. Affican art and antique vendors 237
Discussion 239
Chapter 11. ‘Tournaments of value’ in the forest area of southern Camer-
oon: ‘Multiple self-realization’ versus colonial coercion during the rubber
boom (1900-1913), by Peter Geschiere 243
Introduction 243
Money and dramatic value change in the forest societies 247
The rubber boom: Trade or plunder? 252
Issues of value and violence 258
Concluding remarks 260
PART V. THE LIMITS OF COMMODIFICATION 265
Chapter 12. Value and the cultural transmission of things, by Michael
Rowlands 267
Introduction 267
Cultural rights and cultural origins 270
Attachment to place 275
Imaging the nation 279
Conclusion 281
Chapter 13. Livers and lives: Organ extraction narratives on the Rai coast
of Papua New Guinea, by James Leach 283
Introduction 283
Cash 285
Commodification 287
Livers 289
Violence and extraction in Rai Coast kinship 292
Commensurability 296
Conclusion 298
Chapter 14. The commodification of King Chulalongkorn: His portraits,
their cultural biographies, and the enduring aura of a Great King of Siam,
by Irene Stengs 301
Introduction 301
Myriads of portraits 303
Understanding portraits. 304
The narrated portrait of ‘sadet praphat ton’ or ‘visiting the countryside’..........ccecoeecrevernane 306



Buddhist kings and their images 308
A cultural biography of the second coronation portrait 309
The abbot’s golden vision 310
Sacralized commodities 313
High commodities 314
A cultural biography of the Le Petit Journal portrait: King Chulalongkorn
in a contemporary European newspaper. 316
Conclusion 318
Chapter 15. “We are in this for the money’: Commodification and the san-
goma cult of Southern Africa, by Wim van Binsbergen 319
Introduction 319
The sangoma cult in Francistown, Botswana 320
‘We are in this for the money’: Characteristics suggestive of commodifica-
tion in the sangoma cult 325
Two historical models 329
Beyond the juxtaposition of contradictory historical models of commodifi-
cation in the sangoma cult: Confronting the existential problems
caused by extreme commodification 334
Sangomahood as a lucrative career option? The cases of Moses and Simon ........cc.cusneenee 341
Speaking about commodification by ignoring it 345
PART VI. REFERENCE MATERIAL 349
Cumulative bibliography 351
Notes on contributors 379
Index of subjects and proper names 381
Index of authors 397




