
Authors
Dr. Heinz Streib is senior professor for research in the psychology of religion at 
Bielefeld University, Germany and directs the Center for Biographical Studies in 
Contemporary Religion.
Dr. Barbara Keller is a senior researcher at the Center for Biographical Studies 
in Contemporary Religion at Bielefeld University and a licensed psychoanalyst 
in Cologne, Germany.
Dr. Christopher F. Silver is an assistant professor in learning and leadership and 
an instructor in psychology at the University of Tennessee at Chattanooga.
Dr. Ralph W. Hood Jr. is professor of psychology, LeRoy A. Martin Distinguished 
Professorship of Religious Studies at the University of Tennessee at Chatta­
nooga, and UT Alumni Association Distinguished Professor.

RESEARCH IN CONTEMPORARY RELIGION VOLUME 33

Deconversion is a dynamical biographical process with long-term, slowly 
changing causes and consequences. Deconversion Revisited includes 
ten longitudinal case studies representing the lifespan from early adult­
hood to old age. Ten years ago, in the Study on Deconversion (2009), the 
variety of migrations in the religious field supported a typology of four 
types: pursuit of autonomy, debarred from paradise, finding a new frame 
of reference, and life-long quests and late revisions. A second wave of 
data collection and re-interviewing that is included in this book yield 
insight in the stability and change of biographies, faith development, 
psychological well-being and coping with deconversion.
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