: response to experrences of 1n]ustrce and d1mm1shments f‘humanrty There are perrods o

in a nation’s crvrl history when the tides of soc1al unrest rrse into waves upon waves of
L publrc activism and resistance of the domrnant uses of power In Amerrcan hlstory, actrv-' .
ism and public actron—mcludmg and extendmg beyond womens suffrage the Million
Man March, protests against the Vretnam War, the Civil nghts Movement the Boston Tea
Party, Black L1ves Matter, and the Stonewall Rebellron—are hallmarks of transmonal or 'k
liminal moments in our development as a soc1ety Crltrcal perrods marked by 1ncreases
~ in public activism and pohtlcal re31stance are opportunltres for a soc1ety to once agaln

‘decide who we will be as a people. Will we move toward a more perfect union in which all
~ people garn freedom in fulfilling their potential? Or will we choose the perceived safety
of the status quo and established norms of power? Whoyse voices will be heard? Whose
voices will be silenced through 1nt1m1dat10n or harm? Ultrmately, these are theologrcal ~
questions. o .

lee other forms of non- textual research sub]ects (movement dance performance art),
public activism requires a set of research lenses that are often neglected in theological
and religious studies. Attention to bodies—as a category, performance, or epistemological
vehicle—is sorely lacklng, 50 it is no wonder that attentron to the mass of moving bodies
in activism is largely absent Activism and public polrtrcal resrstance are hallmarks of .
our current social webbing and deserve scholarly attention. Takmg It to the Streets aims
to expand awareness and discourse on this 1mportant feature of our contemporary social
and theological life. :
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