
"American missionaries went out to bring religious change to other countries, but in this highly 
original study, Jay Case shows that new Christian movements emerging in 19th-century Africa 
and Asia changed Christianity in America. 'World Christianity' is not just a feature of our 
times; it was already influencing American religion and culture 150 years ago. This book will 
change the way we think about missions and American history." 

— Joel Carpenter, Professor of History and Director of the Nagel Institute, Calvin College 

The astonishing growth of Christianity in the global South over the course of the twentieth 
century has sparked an equally rapid growth in studies of "World Christianity," which have 
dismantled the notion that Christianity is a Western religion. What, then, are we to make of the 
waves of Western missionaries who have, for centuries, been evangelizing in the global South? 
Were they merely, as many have argued, agents of imperialism out to impose Western values? 
In An Unpredictable Gospel, Jay Case examines the efforts of American evangelical missionar­
ies in light of this new scholarship. He argues that if they were agents of imperialism, they were 
poor ones. Western missionaries had a dismal record of converting non-Westerners to Christi­
anity. The ministries that were most successful were those that empowered the local population 
and adapted to local cultures. In fact, influence often flowed the other way, with missionaries 
serving as conduits for ideas that shaped American evangelicalism. Case traces these cur­
rents and sheds new light on the relationship between Western and non-Western Christianities. 
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