
As colonists made their way to New 

England in the early seventeenth cen­

tury, they hoped their efforts would 

stand as a "citty upon a h i l l . " L iv ing 

the godly life preached by John W i n ­

throp would have proved difficult even 

had these puritans inhabited the colo­

nies alone, but this was not the ease: 

this new7 landscape included colonists 

from Europe, indigenous Americans , 

and enslaved Africans. In R a c e a n d 

R e d e m p t i o n i n P u r i t a n N e w E n g ­

l a n d . R ichard A . Bai ley investigates 

the ways that colonial New Englanders 

used, constructed, and reconstructed 

their puritanism to make sense of their 

new7 realities. A s they d id so, they cre­

ated more than a tenuous existence to­

gether. They also constructed race out 

of the spir i tual freedom of puritanism. 

Bailey contends that, as New7 E n g ­

landers of the seventeenth and eigh­

teenth centuries offered spir i tual re­

demption to their neighbors, they found 

it necessary to define how they differed 

from one another, especially from the 

Native Americans and Africans l iv ing 

in the northern Brit ish mainland colo­

nies. R a c e a n d R e d e m p t i o n i n P u r i ­

t a n N e w E n g l a n d explores how these 

proponents of the New England variant 

of puritanism made race out of their 

offers of spiri tual freedom, setting the 

stage for s imilar processes when phys­

ical and social freedom became more 

accessible for New Englanders of color 

in the generations following the Amer­

ican Revolution. 
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