
"Fascinating, resourceful, and thoughtful from beginning to end. This 
book belongs in all kinds of courses because it demonstrates how to 
do cultural history, study the senses and modernity, and compare re
ligious traditions in the concrete registers of daily life. We will never 
hear sacred noise in the same way again." 

- D A V I D MORGAN, DUKE UNIVERSITY 

"Remakes the religious history of the senses as legal history. . . . With 
deftness and discerning insight, Weiner reveals the politics involved in 
defining noisy religion as public nuisance." 

- L E I G H ERIC SCHMIDT, WASHINGTON UNIVERSITY IN ST. LOUIS 

"Offers a brilliantly researched and intellectually nuanced account of 
the sounds of religion in the United States and the legal standing of 
religious noise over time. . . . A fascinating and immensely valuable 
contribution to the scholarship of sensory studies, public religion, sec
ularism, sonic technologies, and material practice. In sum: a pleasure 
to read and to ponder." 

- S A L L Y M. PROMEY, YALE UNIVERSITY 

T h r o u g h o u t U.S. history, comp la in ts a b o u t re l ig ion as noise have proven useful b o t h 

for restraining rel ig ious dissent and for c i rcumscr ib ing rel igion's boundar ies more 

general ly. A t the same t ime, rel ig ious indiv iduals and g roups rarely have kep t quiet . 

They have insisted on the i r r igh t t o pract ice re l ig ion o u t loud, impl ic i t l y advanc ing 

a l ternat ive unders tand ings o f re l ig ion and its place in the m o d e r n w o r l d . 

In Religion Out Loud, Isaac Weiner takes such sonic d isputes seriously. Weav ing 

the s tory o f rel ig ious "no ise" t h r o u g h mul t ip le histor ical eras and diverse rel igious 

commun i t ies , he conv inc ing ly demons t ra tes tha t rel ig ious p lura l ism has never been 

solely a mat te r o f c o m p e t i n g values, t r u t h claims, or mora l doc t r ines , bu t o f d i f fe rent 

styles o f publ ic pract ice, o f fundamen ta l l y d i f fe rent ways o f using b o d y and s p a c e — 

and tha t these d i f ferences u l t imate ly have expressed very d i f fe ren t concep t ions o f 

rel ig ion itself. Weiner 's innovat ive w o r k encourages scholars t o pay m u c h greater a t 

ten t ion t o the pub l ic ly con tes ted sensory cul tures o f A m e r i c a n rel ig ious life. 

Isaac Weiner is Assis tant Professor o f Rel igion and Cul ture in the D e p a r t m e n t o f 

Compara t i ve Studies at the Oh io State University. 


