Acts of Memory presents fifteen tightly integrated essays that illustrate the active role
of individual and cultural memory in tying the past to the present. Memory, or
memorialization, is a cultural activity occurring in the present that offers history an-
other kind of source or document; one that provides insights into the past as it lives
on today. The authors, in fields ranging from philosophy and history through litera-
ture and media studies, illustrate how memory serves many purposes, between con-
scious recall and unreflected re-emergence, between nostalgic longing for what is
lost to polemical use of the past to reshape the present. Their essays coalesce around
three topics: the need for memory and testimonial facilitation of memory, primarily
in the case of historical and individual trauma; the site-specific nature of acts of
memory, especially in geopolitically conflicted situations; and the potential contri-
butions of acts of memory when facing the difficulties and needs of the present.
“Neither remnant, document, nor relic of the past, nor floating in a present cut off
from the past, cultural memory, for better or worse, binds the past to the presentand
future. It is that process oﬂ)mdmo that we explore in this volume, writes Mieke Bal.



