
Towards the Abolition
of Whiteness

Essays on Race, Politics, and Working Class History

•

D A V I D R . R O E D I G E R

V E R S O

London - New York



Contents

Preface ix

Introduction: From the Social Construction of Race
to the Abolition of Whiteness 1

PART I The New Labor History and Race 19

1 'Labor in White Skin': Race and Working Class History 21

2 The Greatness of Herbert Gutman 39

3 Precapitalism in One Confederacy: A Note on Genovese,
Politics and the Slave South 47

4 Where Communism Was Black 55
5 Notes on Working Class Racism 61
6 The Crisis in Labor History: Race, Gender and the Replotting

of the Working Class Past in the United States 69

PART II Studies in Whiteness and the Replotting of US History 83

7 'The So-Called Mob': Race, Class, Skill and Community in the
St Louis General Strike 85

8 Gook: The Short History of an Americanism 117
9 The Racial Crisis of American Liberalism 121

10 Gaining a Hearing for Black-White Unity: Covington Hall
and the Complexities of Race, Gender and Class 127

11 Whiteness and Ethnicity in the History of 'White Ethnics'
in the United States 181

Index 199

vii


