CONTENTS

CONTRIBUTORS

Xi

PREFACE

xiii

CHILD PSYCHOLOGY
AND LIFE-SPAN DEVELOPMENT

E. Mavis Hetherington and Paul B. Baltes

Introduction, 7

Propositions in Life-Span Development, 3
Intervention, 73

Summary, 74

References, 16

PERSONALITY DEVELOPMENT:
A Life-Span Perspective

Richard M. Lerner

Introduction: Definitional Debates
About Personality, 22

A Muitilevel, Multiprocess Definition
of Personality, 23

A Life-Span Model of Personality Development, 32
Conclusions, 41

Acknowledgments, 42

References, 42

21



vi CONTENTS

3

THE SOCIAL CONSTRUCTION OF THE
PSYCHOLOGY OF CHILDHOOD
Some Contemporary Processes

John W. Meyer

Introduction, 47
The Institutionalized Life Course, 50

Guiding the ldeas on the Institutional Character
of the Individual, 52

Emergent Perspectives in Psychology, 55
Life-Span ldeas, 59

Normative and Social Structural Implications, 60
Conclusions: Some Implications for Research, 63
Acknowledgments, 64

References, 64

47

CLASS AND THE SOCIALIZATION
OF CHILDREN
Constancy, Change, or Irrelevance?

David L. Featherman, Kenneth |. Spenner,
Naouki Tsunematsu

Introduction, 67
Social Class as a Process Variable, 70
A Class Schema for Capitalist Economies, 74
Patterns of Class Mobility of Children
in Two Settings, 76
Do Social Class and Class Mobility
Influence Development? 80

Conclusions and Speculations Linking
Class and Child Socialization in Life-Span
Perspective, 85

Acknowledgments, 88
References, 88

67

EXPLANATORY STYLE

ACROSS THE LIFE SPAN:
Achievement and Health

Martin E. P. Seligman, Leslie P. Kamen,
Susan Nolen-Hoeksema

introduction, 97
Explanatory Style: Link with Achievement, 92

91



CONTENTS vii

Explanatory Style: Link with Health, 93
Measurement of Explanatory Style, 94

Explanatory Style and Life-Span
Development, 95

Origins of Explanatory Style, 98
Achievement, 707
Health, 7105

Across the Life Span: Stability
and Continuity of Explanatory Style, 709

Summary, 710
Acknowledgments, 770
References, 7110

CHILDHOOD PRECURSORS
OF THE LIFE COURSE
Early Personality and Life Disorganization

Avshalom Caspi and Glen H. Elder, Jr.

Introduction, 1716

Studying the Coherence of Personality
in the Life Course, 177

Early Personality and Life Disorganization, 7124

How Early Personality Shapes
the Life Course, 135

Personality in the Life Gourse, 138
References, 739

115

CHANGES IN CHILDREN’S SOCIAL LIVES
AND THE DEVELOPMENT OF SOCIAL
UNDERSTANDING

Judy Dunn and Lonnie Sherrod

introduction, 743
The Arrival of a Sibling, 746

implications for the Study of Changes
in Children’s Social Lives, 749

Developments in Social Understanding
in the “Transition from Infancy
to Childhood,” 152

Summary, 753
References, 755

143



vili CONTENTS

8

FAMILIES IN LIFE-SPAN PERSPECTIVE:
A Multilevel Developmental Approach

Ross D. Parke

Introduction, 759
The Many Faces of Development, 760

Historical Context: A Neglected Source
of Developmental Influence, 772

Toward a Perspective of Multiple
Developmental Trajectories, 174

The Timing of Parenthood: An Application
of the Multiple Developmental Trajectory
Perspective, 174

Stressful Transitions
as Points of Intervention, 783

Conclusions, 184
References, 785

159

COGNITIVE DEVELOPMENT

IN LIFE-SPAN PERSPECTIVE:
From Description of Differences
to Explanation of Changes

Marion Perlmutter

Introduction, 797

Questions to be Answered
by Cognitive Developmentalists, 792

Major Approaches to the Study
of Cognitive Development, 797

integration of Research on Cognitive
Development, 205

Conclusions, 272
Acknowledgments, 274
References, 214

191

10

INDIVIDUAL DIFFERENCES
IN COGNITIVE DEVELOPMENT:
Does Instruction Make a Difference?

Franz E. Weinert and Andreas Helmke

Introduction, 279

Quality of Instruction, Learning, Progress,
and Achievement Differences, 224

219



CONTENTS ix

Quality of Instruction and Learning Outcomes, 227
Concluding Remarks, 236
References, 238

11 CULTURE AND SCHOOLING: 241
Influences on Cognitive Development
Harold W. Stevenson
Introduction, 247
Comparative Studies of Chinese, Japanese,
and American Children, 242
Comparative Studies
of Quechua-Speaking Indian Children, 253
Congclusion, 256
Acknowiedgments, 258
References, 258
12 LESSONS FROM THE LIFE-SPAN: 259

What Theorists of Intellectual Development
Among Children Can Learn from Their
Counterparts Studying Adults

Robert J. Sternberg

Introduction, 259
Lesson #1: Intellectual Development
Does Not End in Adolescence, 260
Lesson #2: Adolescence Is Not the Pinnacle
of Inteiligence Either, 262
Lesson #3: Intelligence Is Much More
Muitifaceted Than Traditionally Thought, 264
Lesson #4: Informal Knowledge Can Be as Important
to Intelligence as Is Formal Knowledge, 265
Lesson #5: intellectual Development is Not
a Subset of Cognitive Development Narrowly
Defined, 266
Lesson #6: The Traditional Evaluative Criteria
for Theories and Tests of Intelligence
Are too Narrow, 267
Lesson #7: Intelligence Is in Part
in the Eye of the Beholder, 268



X OCONTENTS

Lesson #8: What Is Novel or Familiar for Children
in One Environment Is Noit Necessarily Novel
or Familiar for Those in Another Environment, 270

Lesson #9: Intelligence Resides in the Interaction
Between the Individual and the Environment, 277

Lesson #10: Cohort Effects Apply
to Children as Well as to Adults, 272

Conclusion, 273
Acknowledgment, 273
References, 273

13

THE LIFE-SPAN INTERVENTION CUBE

Orville G. Brim, Jr. and Deborah A. Phillips

introduction, 277

Life-Span Development Theory
and Intervention, 280

The Life-Span intervention Cube, 282

The Current Staius of Social Policies
for Chiidren, 290

Life-Span Development Theory
and the Realities of Politics, 293

Conclusions, 296
References, 297

277

AUTHOR INDEX

301

SUBJECT INDEX

311



