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TENSIONS BETWEEN religious freedom and e q u a l -

ity law are newly strained in A merica. As lawmakers 

w o rk to protect LGBT citizens; and w o l len seeking 

reproductive freedom, relfgfcjjis traditionalists assert 

their right to dissent fro m what they see as a new ^|>ml 

orthodoxy. Some religious ad v o ca^ ' are goirig^iurther 

and expressing skepticism that egalitariani^rn~cari be 

defended w ith feasons af aitJtbg^aV experts Have not of-

fered a satisfying response—until now. • ,̂ 

Nelson.Tebbe argues that these disputes, w hich 

are acfmitted ly^'n^lex, nevertheless can be resolved 

w ifiio 'ut. irrationality or arbitrariness. In Religious Free1 
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constitutional law, even in situations that p it multiple 

values against each other. Tebbe contends that reasons 

must play a role in the resolution o f these conflicts, 

alongside interests and ideologies. Otherwise, the 

health o f democratic constitutionalism could suffer. 

A pp ly ing this method to a range o f real-world cases, 

Tebbe offers a set o f pow erful principles for mediating 

between religion and equality law, and he shows how 

they can lead to workable solutions in areas ranging 

fro m employment discrimination and public accom-

modations to government officials and public funding. 

W hile social coherence does not guarantee outcomes 

that w i l l please the liberal Left, it does po int the way 

toward reasoned, nonarbitrary solutions to the current 

impasse. 
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