The Scottish philosopher David Hume
(1711-1776) is widely regarded as the
greatest and most significant English-
speaking philosopher and often seen as
having had the most influence on the
way philosophy is practiced today in the
West. His reputation is based not only on
the quality of his philosophical thought
but also on the breadth and scope of his
writings, which ranged over metaphysics,
epistemology, morals, politics, religion,
and aesthetics.

The Handbook’s 38 newly commis-
sioned chapters are divided into six parts:
Central Themes; Metaphysics and Epis-
temology; Passion, Morality and Politics;
Aesthetics, History, and Economics; Reli-
gion; Hume and the Enlightenment; and
After Hume. The volume also features an
introduction from editor Paul Russell and
a chapter on Hume’s biography.
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The Oxford Handbooks series is a major
initiative in academic publishing. Each
volume offers an authoritative and state-
of-the-art survey of current thinking and
research in a particular subject area.
Specially commissioned essays from
leading international figures in the disci-
pline give critical examination of the
progress and direction of debates. Oxford
Handbooks provide scholars and graduate
students with compelling new perspec-
tives upon a wide range of subjects in the
humanities and social sciences.



