
CONTENTS

Preface page vii
Acknowledgments x

1 The new world 1
Everything changes 1
Towards an interdisciplinary approach 10

Constructed histories 11
Beyond academic isolationism 23

Case study, defining religion or belief 28
The problem of defining religion or belief 30
The effect of defining religion or belief 38

Reflection 48

2 The secularisation thesis 53
A premature obituary 53
Secularisation at the societal level 58

The three core processes 63
The secularisation paradigm 72

Secularisation at the individual level 75
Individualism 78
Compartmentalisation 80

Reflection 83

3 Secularisation within religious groups 86
The Canterbury tales 86

Internal secularisation 89
The five phases 90
The role of law 96

Case study: the employment status of ministers of religion 103
The twentieth-century case law 105
The twenty-first-century case law 108

Reflection 119

4 Questioning the secularisation thesis 121
Coupling 121

Questioning secularisation in the West 124

The big mistake 125



S i

CONTENTS

Ciencral revisions 131
Questioning secularisation in England and Wales 137

Vicariousness 140
Associated declines 149

Reflection 154

5 Beyond secularisation 158
The war games 158
The 'subjective turn' 161

The death of deference 167
The crises of trust 181

Case study: Ewcida and Others v. United Kingdom 195
The domestic decisions 198
The Strasbourg judgment 204

Reflection 213

6 A new dawn 217
Religion law rises 217
Questioning a sociology of law and religion 224

The power of three 227
The role of the sociology of law 237

Beyond a sociology of law and religion 242
The distinct contribution of sociology 252
The distinct contribution of law 255

Journey's end 263

Index 271


