alysis. Hamid Dabashi exposes the soul of
as a religion of protest—successful only

when in a warring position, and losing its legiti-

- macy when in power.

ollahs in Iran,




and the masses of youthful demonstrators re-
belling against their reign. All declare their ac-
tive loyalties to a religion of protest that has
defined them and their ancestry for almost
fourteen hundred years.

Shi’ism: A Religion of Protest attends to the
explosive conflicts in the Middle East with an
abiding attention to historical facts, cultural
forces, religious convictions, literary and artis-
tic nuances, and metaphysical details. This
timely book offers readers a bravely intelligent
history of a world religion.
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