
Contents

List of figures
Acknowledgements

1 Introduction: the powers of the state
I. The social history of the state

II. Power, things and the coming of the technostate

pagers.
xi

1
1

27

Part I The state of things: connecting

2 "Man is made of the Post Office": making
the social technical
I. The postal network becomes a system

II. Writing and postal technologies

3 Postal economy and society: making the technical
social
I. Economising the state and society

II. Postal society: learning the state

4 Filing the Raj: political technologies of the imperial
state
I. Making centres

II. "The faculty of arrangement"

Part II The state of men: governing

5 The work of the state
I. The common knowledge of the state

II. The civil service statesman

6 The grammars of governance: pedagogies of the
powerful
I. Lineages of the liberal governor

II, Classics and the remaking of liberal education

53
56
75

100
102
120

144
145
161

187
193
216

229
230
242

VII



viii Contents

7 " T h e fathers govern the nation": the public school
and the Oxbridge college 263
I, Making mastery 264

II. The downs 2S6
Postscript: another kind of state house 303

8 Conclusion: legacies of the liberal Leviathan 308

Select bibliography 338
Index 364


