CONTENTS

Acknowledgements

Introduction

PART ONE
SINNING IN ASIAN RELIGIOUS TRADITIONS

Social and Soteriological Aspects of Sin and Penance in Medieval
Hindu Law

David Brick

Sin and Expiation in Sikh Texts and Contexts: From the Nanak
Panth to the Khalsa

Denis Matringe

“Living Without Sin”: Reflections on the Pre-Buddhist World of
Early China

Michael Nylan

Sin, Sinification, Sinology: On the Notion of Sin in Buddhism and
Chinese Religions

James Robson

“The Evil Person is the Primary Recipient of the Buddha’s
Compassion” The Akunin Shoki Theme in Shin Buddhism
of Japan

James C. Dobbins

The Sin of “Slandering the True Dharma” in Nichiren’s Thought ...

Jacqueline I. Stone

Ritual Faults, Sins, and Legal Offences: A Discussion About

Two Patterns of Justice in Contemporary India .......ccooeeveervereervrrnnee.

Daniela Berti

vii

31

57

73

93

113



vi CONTENTS

PART TWO
DEALING WITH SIN

After Sinning: Some Thoughts on Remorse, Responsibility, and
the Remedies for Sin In Indian Religious Traditions ........cccceeeuveens 175
Phyllis Granoff

The Role of Confession in Chinese and Japanese Tiantai/Tendai
Bodhisattva Ordinations 216
Paul Groner

Removal of Sins in Esoteric Buddhist Rituals: A Study of the
Dafangdeng Dharani Scripture 243
Koichi Shinohara

Redeeming Bugs, Birds, and Really Bad Sinners in Some Medieval
Mahayana Sttras and Dharanis 276
Gregory Schopen

Sometimes Love Don’t Feel Like It Should: Redemptive Violence
in Tantric Buddhism 295
Jacob P. Dalton

Sin and Flaws in Kerala Astrology 309
Gilles Tarabout

Sin and Expiation in Nepal: The Makar Mela Pilgrimage in
Panauti 324
Gérard Toffin

Sin and Expiation Among Modern Hindus: To Obey One’s Duty
or Following Freely Accepted Rules? 357
Catherine Clémentin-Ojha

Index 381



